resources for 


prisoners 





Human Rights Held Hostage is a 
newsletter put out by the Prisoners’ 
Rights Coalition (PRC) of N.W. Indiana 
who are concerned with exposing the 
conditions inside Indiana prisons, push- 
ing for changes in these conditions, and 
articulating/propagating the views and 
interests of prisoners in general, and the 
revolutionary class of prisoners in partic- 
ular. It is printed and published by the 
Committee for Freedom, an outside 
group that is working closely with the 
PRC. Judging by the very impressive 
first issue, this newsletter will contribute 
much to the development of the anti- 
prison movement, The first issue or two 
will be sent free to prisoners. They are 
asking for 5$ for a one-year sub (12 
copies). Subs for outsiders are $6.50. 
Write to: 


Committee for Freedom 
P.O. Box 14075 
Chicago, IL 60614-0075 


Cages of Steel: The Politics of 


Imprisonment in the United States, a new 
book edited by Ward Churchill and Jim 
Vander Wall, includes thorough meticu- 
lous research and personal experience, 
from some 50 political prisoners and 
prisoners’ rights activists. Much of the 
material was first included in the Prison 
Issue of New Studies on the Left which 
was published three years ago by 
Saxifrage in Colorado. Even long-time 
anti-prison activists will learn from this 
book. The cost is $16.95 for single copies. 
(Presumably, there would be discounts 
for multiple orders.) Write to: 


Maisonneuve Press 
P.O. Box 2980 
Washington, D.C 20013-2980 


The second issue of Oh-toh-kin, A 
Publication for/of Native Peoples’ Resistance 
is now out. This is a special issue on 
Native people in North American pris- 
ens. What can we say except that it is 
excellent. (See centrespread for a reprint- 
ed article.) For financial reasons, Native 
prisoners will get priority for free copies. 
Non-prisoners please send a couple of 
dollars to help cover the costs. Write: 


Oh-toh-kin 
PO. Box 2881 
Vancouver, B.C. V6B 3X4 


The following 3 pamphlets and 1 


book were written by Sundiata Acoli. 


The only one we've seen so far, Brief 
History of the Afrikan Prison Struggle, is 
very good, and taught us a lot about the 
subject. Non-prisoner prices: 


Sunviews (book) $5.00 
Bits ‘N Pieces $2.50 
The Liverwright Interview $2.50 
Brief History of the 

Afrikan Prison Struggle, $2.50 
Prisoner prices 


(payable by check, cash or stamps) 
Sunviews, $1.00, the 3 pamphlets, 60¢ 
Add $1.00 to the total peace for postage. 


~ Order from: 


Sundiata Acoli Freedom Campaign 
P.O. Box 5538 Manhattanville Station 
Harlem, NY 10027 


The new issue of ‘Crossroad: A New 
Afrikan Captured Combatant Newsletter, is 
out. It contains a very useful article out- 
lining the differences between two dif- 
ferent approaches to the struggle — 
Black Liberation vs. New Afrikan — 
from within the Afrikan-American com- 
munities. $1.00 per issue for prisoners, 
$3.00 for non-prisoners. Write: 


- Spear and Shield Publications 


1340 W. Irving Park, Suite 108 
Chicago, IL 60613 


A number of prisoners have men- 
tioned CURE as an example of an orga- 
nization that works with prisoners. We 
personally don’t know much about this 
organization. We're told that they have 
been setting up a Canadian branch. Most 
states have a chapter, and there are sev- 
eral “Issue Chapters”, for which we've 
given the addresses below. And we'll 
begin to list the state chapters in the next 
few issue. Thanks to Ed Dittenger for 
sending us this list from Convictions. 


CURE for Veterans, c/o Louise Caricione, 


POB 86, Boston, MA 02122 


CURE/Sort (Sex Offenders Restored 
Through Treatment), c/o Loren Perry, 
POB 2376, Kalamazo, MI 49003-2736 


CURE Federal Prison Chapter, c/o Leslie 
Pipito, POB 6176, Terre Haute, IN 47802 


Hope of CURE (Help Our Prisoners Exist 


-— organizes those on death row and 


their loved ones), c/o Ken and Lois 
Robinson, POB 176, Burleson, TX 76028 


Life-Long CURE, (for those serving life 
and practical life sentences and their 
loved ones), c/o Wendell Brown, POB 
1167, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 


National CURE, 11-15th St. N.E. #6, 
Washington, D.C. 20002 





Call for submissions | 


More than anyone, prisoners, ex= 


' prisoners and members of these organi” 
zations that support their struggles, are 


aware of the increasing use of prisons as 
the solution to crime. While govern- 
ments are slashing budgets for health, 
child care, social security, education and 
other essential services, more sophisti- 
cated prisons are being built to accom- 
modate increasing numbers of prisoners, 
In Canada, federal prison populations 
have increased 25% in only four years, 
and U.S. prisons have seen their popula- 
tions quadruple since 1975. All the 
while, there has been no apparent effect 
on reducing crime. At the going rate, our 
national love affair with prisons has 
become a fatal attraction, leading us to 
locking up our future. 


The high rates of incarceration and 
recidivism is a reminder that the punish- 
ment of incarceration does not work to 
reduce crime. Corrections and prison 
officials have been aware of this and 
their attempts to remedy the failing sys- 
tem have brought about major reforms. 
Nonetheless, with the draconian philoso- 
phy of warehousing offenders remaining 
in effect, fiscal resources will go into 


building more prisons instead of pro~ 


grams that might fully address the cause 
of crime. 


It Hae become necessary to embark 
on an ambitious initiative to challenge 
the current band-aid solutions to crime 
by developing effective alternatives to 


prison. The.derelict systems of incarcera= 


tion must be replaced. To that end, this is 
a call to prisoners, ex-prisoners and their 
support groups to develop their ideas on 


alternatives in written works, An accu- > 
mulated variety of those works will then 


be published in an anthology. 


Interested individuals or organiza- 
tions, please contact: 


Zoltan Lugosi 
Box 280 


Bath, Ont KOH 1G0 


(If Zoltan gets transferred, and your 


| material gets returned, send it to Bulldozer, 


address elsewhere in the issue, ed.) 


BENEFIT FOR THE ROSENBERG 
FUND FOR CHILDREN 


The Rosenberg Fund for Children is a public | 
foundation for U.S. children whose parents 
are political prisoners or otherwise harassed 

_ by the state for their political beliefs. 


SPEAKER: Founder Robert Meeropol 
(Son of Julius & Ethel Rosenberg) 
March 28, 7:30 pm. ° $10.00 employed 
Winchevsky Centre, 585 Cranbrooke Ave, 
Toronto, Ontario 
(416) 789-5502 ° Sponsored by Uro 


d aaa a i S o stà 


E 


f 



























































| Prison 





News Servic 





A BULLDOZER PUBLICATION 





JANUARY /FEBRUARY 
1993 © NUMBER 39 
Free fo prisoners 


TOT eVMta ss MUMS TW came 


TAMA Oy T aa 


NO JUSTICE ON STOLEN LAND: 
NATIVE PEOPLE IN THE PRISONS OF CANADA. 


aa) \ ae i 


centre 











Se ae eT 


‘ye ee ee Poa 
RIRS AR 
UN 


7 
: 
E 
; 




















2 : Canadian Centre. arein : 
ving the nazi Heritage moa to the Cnc 
Tuman n Rights Commission to shut down 


Prison News Service 





5 = r - = s — 
Se See eee ee 
2s . - ~% 


== 


January/February 1993 


+ E S = eS 


Page 1 





The anti-fascist movement in Canada 


_is growing rapidly in numbers and facing 


increased harassment from white suprema- 


cists and their police protectors. Recent 


events in Toronto and Vancouver illustrate 


_ the need to continue militant opposition to 


the nazis of the nineties. 


Toronto’s neo-fascist movement is seen 
as a vanguard by white supremacists across 
Canada. The Heritage Front, the Wisconsin- 


based Church of the Creator, Tom 


Metzger’s White Aryan Resistance Move- 
ment and a handful of KKK factions are 
networking and building in this city. The 
Heritage Front, which acts as a front for 
Toronto's neo-fascist: movement, has been 
leafletting neighbourhoods, postering and 


recruiting in high schools, hosting interna- 


tional neo-fascist speakers, holding rallies, 
making bomb threats, vandalizing commu- 
nity centers, peddling their hate while try- 


ing to present themselves as a legitimate © 


political movement. It is headed by former 


KKK grand dragon Wolfgang Droege, infa-’ 


mous for his participation in the white- 


- supremacist attempt to take over the 


Caribbean island of Dominica in the ’80s. 


In Toronto, Anti-Racist Action has 


_ been very active since September, first 


within the punk/youth scene and spread- 
ing throughout schools, into the anarchist, 


s independent and organized Left. Rodney 
_ Bobiwash of Klanbusters, a Native anti- 


racist group supported by local AIM mem- 


bers as well as “mainstream” Native anti- 


racist groups, and Martin Thériault of the 


_ Canadian Centre on Racism and Prejudice 


(CGRP) from Montreal are working closely 
ith ARA. Klanbusters and the Native 
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their telephone hateline. The interim 
injunction won in September provided the 
first opportunity to confront the nazis on 
the street, when they tried to march on the 
courthouse. 


Since this successful action, ARA has 


_ been steadily building and consolidating 


support both on the streets and within the 
school system. November 9, the 54th 
anniversary of the Kristallnacht pogroms, 
brought many people into coalition for a 


_ demonstration against the German govern- 


ment for its inaction regarding nazi attacks 
on refugees and people of colour. The fol- 
lowing Friday the 13th was an unlucky day 
for Toronto fascists when ARA discovered 


their secret meeting place and routed 130 of 
them from the upper room of the Café 
Roma restaurant at Bloor and Dufferin, 
where they had gathered (with apparent 
knowledge of the restaurant owners) to 
console themselves on the deportation of 
notorious British nazi “revisionist” David 
Irving. (Irving had managed to speak 
before the duplicitous state deported him.) 


Police escorted the nazis out early, giving . 


them an excuse not to have to sit through 
the horrific band RaHoWa (Racial Holy 
War), as anti-racist picket signs and eggs 
found their targets across relatively mellow 
police lines. There were no arrests and no 
anti-racist injuries. 


December saw the brutal neo-nazi 
murder of a gay man in Montreal, appar- 
ently by six members of White Power 
Canada, and ARA along with the queer 
community quickly responded by march- 
ing 450-strong through the bonehead terri- 
tory on the outer edge of the gay “ghetto”. 
Boneheads kept their distance, and their 
local paraphernalia store was egged. Again, 
no arrests, and media coverage was accept- 
able, if minimal. 


Responding to racist police violence 
was necessary in early January, after the 
brutal Dec. 26 murder of a Latino man who 
had simply been in a verbal argument with 
family members over whether he was sober 


enough to drive. The Black Action Defence — 


Committee (BADC) called for ARA’s help 
in Organizing two demonstrations with the 


Latinamerican coalition formed to protest 


the killing. Predictably, the murderer is still 
on duty. 


The Toronto police have been- on a roll 


. 
y since orderea to fill out. {O1 
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association initiated a Wipes ole campaign 





butressed by an obnoxious public-support 
campaign involving blue ribbons, confusing 
many Blue Jays baseball fans into wearing 
one. . 


With growing numbers and support- 
ers, the anti-racist movement in Toronto 
was Clearly becoming a threat. This set the 
stage for a violent attack on ARA’s latest 
demonstration, held 25 Jan. when the fas- 
cists again marched on the courthouse 
protesting the hearing on the next stage of 
Klanbusters’ complaint against the hateline. 


ARA’s street strategy is to remain uni- 
fied at all times and use forms of direct 
contact between people to discourage 
provocateurs. People are free to leave the 


arrest is important to 
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“Kops and Klan go hand in hand, 
No more genocide, free the land! 


pur 


demonstration if it is understood that the 
large group will remain together and that 
ARA is not accountable for injuries to 
nazis. [he use of eggs is not discouraged 
and has in fact become a trademark. The 
idea is to allow for the different 

comfort levels of demonstra- 
tors in physical confronta- 
tion while stretching the 
limits of allowable 
protest. Avoiding 


a young group with 
limited resources for 
legal defense. 
However, the attack 
was an opportunity 
to re-evaluate strate- 
gy and proceed from 
proven rather than 
hypothetical response. 


At 8:30 in the morning of 
the 25th, double the expected 
number of people showed up to smash the 
nazi front. Five hundred strong, the 
demonstration formed into linked ranks 15 
people abreast and marched in militant 
spirits through the streets to the court- 
house. It remained in a stationary position 
for 30 minutes, preparing to greet the white 
supremacists. The Heritage Front rally 
drew only thirty or forty fascists. 
(Evidently some were nervous about show- 
ing up without White Beret/KKK fascist 
Dennis Mahon, Metzger’s henchman and 
Droege’s buddy, who had shown up on the 
22nd to promote the “racial holy war” 


scheduled to start in Vancouver that day 


and reach its inaugural moment on the 25th 
at the courthouse. He was eee held 
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As the fascists advanced across the 
public square, still a good 100 yards from 
their greeting party, seven or eight mount- 
ed police came at the front lines of the anti- 


racists, and without warning or provoca- 


tion began to charge into the ranks, indis- 
criminately and brutally horse-whipping, 
clubbing and trampling demonstrators. 
People were shocked but defended them- 
selves and kept as unified as possible, re- 


-forming linked ranks and attempting to 


push against the assault wherever police 
renewed their charge. However, the police 
did manage to escort all the racists as a 
marching unit into the courtroom. Four 
anti-racists were treated for injuries by a 
first-aid crew within the demonstration, 


and at least two went directly to hospital 
with broken toes. One foot cop got a sepa- 


rated shoulder. Incensed that the police had 
attacked an essentially self-controlled 
demonstration to provide cover for their 


armed escort of nazis, the anti-racists — still 


unified — directed their 
attention to those who, 
as Malcolm X once said, 
had traded in their 
white hoods for blue 
uniforms, clubs and riot 
shields. The protest 
continued up Yonge 
Street (the main drag) 
to police headquarters, 
where remaining poul- 
try products previously 
intended for nazis 
found a few targets. 
However, enormous 
restraint prevailed on 
the part of the demon- _ 
strators. ee 


In Memory of 


Audre Lorde 
Caribbean 
American 
Lesbian 
Feminist 
Writer €r 
Activist 













laid were “assault police” for allegedly 
spitting and throwing eggs, “cruelty to ani- 
mals” for resisting the horse-as-weapon 
and an alleged “concealed weapon”. 


Unmasked protesters have been picked up 


and assaulted by police since the demon- 
stration. Attempting to bring attention to 


the obvious complicity of police with the 


nazis, ARA held a press conference the next 
day and demanded that charges be 


‘dropped against demonstrators, an investi- 


gation of the particular events and an inde- 
pendent inquiry into the general 

- policy of “crowd control”. 
Supporting these demands 
were prominent union 
and women’s rights 
groups as well as 
BADC, Klanbusters 
and CCRP. 
Appearing at a 
meeting of the 
“civilian” board 
which supposedly 
oversees pig policy, 
ARA restated its 
demands. Of course this 
was a largely futile exer- 
cise but yielded the not- 
unimportant statement by the 
police that even though there were 

five or six other entrances to the courtroom 
by which the Heritage Front could have 
entered, they had “adamantly refused” to 
be escorted anywhere but in front of 500 
angry anti-fascists. At the same time the 
police “services” board felt it necessary to 
claim that they and the police “do not sup- 
port the values and views of the Heritage 
Front”! (A few days before the demonstra- 
tion, Wolfgang Droege had stated in the 
press that he “wished the police wouldn't 
be there so we could settle the issue once 
and for all.” After the attack, he publicly 
praised police for their “good work”, 


understandable in the circumstances of 


being outnumbered at least ten-to-one.) 


s The. media.parroted.the.pig line that... 
a ARA had “provoked” the “confrontation” 


with police, but enough questions were 
raised to focus back on the truth of what 


_ happened. The use of eggs was defended 


by many supporters as a sign, in fact, of 
restraint. But liberals predictably drew the 
conclusion that ARA is “no different from 
the fascists”. When the fascist numbers are 
small, we’re supposed to ignore them to 
avoid giving them attention. When they 


begin to grow, we’re supposed to protest 


nicely in the expensive and time-consum- 
ing kourts because “violence begets vio- 
lence”. And when nazis swarm through the 
streets.and begin to hold positions of 
power, the victims will be blamed for being 
too passive, not unified, not organized. co 
Ro Laren 
Bulldozer 


Contact: 


Anti-Racist Action 

P.O. Box 664, Station C 
Toronto, ON 

M6] 3S1 
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Thanks to Laura Whitehorn for the beautiful drawings of Audre 
Lorde and Malcolm X (cover). Keep it up, Laura! 
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Twenty 
years ago, on a 
New Jersey 
turnpike, three 
members of the 
Black Libera- 
tion Army, 
Sundiata Acoli, 
Assata Shakur 
and Zayd Shakur were in a car stopped by a 
New Jersey State Trooper. In a shoot-out that 
followed, Zayd Shakur was killed and 
Assata Shakur was severely wounded. Acoli 
managed to escape, but was caught a couple 
of days later. Once in prison, Acoli was one 
of the very first prisoners to be subjected to 
the torturous conditions that have now 


become standard in the Control Units of 


Amerikkka. He spent 5 years in a cell in the 
Management Control Unit (MCU) at 
Trenton State Prison that was smaller than 
the SPCA’s space requirement for a 90- 
pound dog. He was then secretly transferred 
over 100 miles to Marion, although he had 
no federal charges or convictions. His trans- 
fer to the federal system was entirely puni- 
tive, and intended to remove him from the 
New Jersey prison system where he had 
great respect amongst other prisoners, even 
though he had been isolated from them for 
years. 


In 1987, he was transferred to general 
population at the federal Penitentiary at 
Leavenworth, KS where he has maintained 
a straight “A” average in his education 
courses, and has received “above-average” — 
job-performance anne Because. of puis, 
-~ good prison record, 
Department of CUR (DoC) eats 
restored 2-1/2 years good time that he had 
lost while in Trenton’s MCU. This made him 
immediately eligible for parole. Yet the New 
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Sundiata Acoli 


Jersey Parole Board plans to make him do 10 
more years before he once again comes up 
for parole. Already 56 years old and infected 
with tuberculosis that he got while in 
prison, another 10 years would be a severe 


punishment for maintaining his strength 


and dignity and refusing to denounce his 
political past. 


Prison News Service asks that you 
write letters to the New Jersey Parole Board 


on Acoli’s behalf. Assata Shakur once said 


that Sundiata “...exudes calm. From every 
part of his being you can sense the presence 
of revolutionary spirit and fervor. And his 
love for Black people is so intense that you 
can almost touch it and hold it in your 
hand.” This respect for the man, his politics 
and principles, is shared by the prisoners 
who know him. With the renewed interest 
in Malcolm X, it is important to remember 
that not all the heroes of the struggle of the 
sixties and seventies are dead. Many of 
them are still held as political prisoners and 
prisoners of war. Let’s honour that tradition 
of struggle by working to gain their release. 
Write to the Parole Board and demand that 
Acoli be given parole. Mention his good 
prison record, recognized by the DoC when 
they restored his “good time”. And say that 
it would only be racism and political preju- 


dice that would ‘lead them to keep him 


imprisoned. The hearing will be soon, so 
write: 


New Jersey Parole Board 

CN-862 

Trenton, N.J. Sea 

T (009) 292-425, aa 
Send copies of your letter to: 

The Sundiata Acoli Freedom Campaign 
P.O. Box 5538 Manhattanville Station 
Harlem, NY 10027 2 
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In July 
1978, Norma 
Jean Croy, her 
brother Hooty 
Croy and three 
cousins 
stopped at a 
local conve- 
nience store in 

———EE i Yreka, Cali- 
fornia. A scuffle broke out when the store 
clerk became verbally and physically abu- 
sive. The five Shasta Indians fled the store 
as a cop car coincidentally pulled into the 





“parking lot. Knowing from experience that 


they could. expect nothing but abuse from 
the police, the five cousins ran up a hill 
behind their grandmother’s house. 
Quickly, fifteen squad cars with 27 officers 
arrived to give chase, firing with semi- 


automatic weapons at the fleeing Indians . 
who were armed only with a .22 caliber 
hunting rifle. Norma Jean was shot in the 


back and Darrell Jones was hit in the groin. 
During a ceasefire, Hooty took the rifle, 
and crept down the hill to check on his 
grandmother and aunt who were in the 
house below. There, Officer Jesse Hittson, off- 


duty and legally drunk when he joined the 
posse, shot Hooty twice in the back. Hooty — 


turned and got Hittson through the heart. 


The Croys were convicted of robbery, 
assault, conspiracy and murder. Their 
court-appointed attorneys — who kept 
referring to their clients as “these people” 
— did little to counter the FB, S 
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ee was di to death. Due to pub- 
lic pressure, Hooty was given a new trialin- 
May, 1990. Hooty was freed from death — 












Letter from Mumia 
, Abu-Jamal’s Defense 
| Fund 


Dear friends, 
Mumia Abu- 


truly underway 


thanks to so many of you. We write to © 


update you on its progress and to ask your 
special generosity as we escalate efforts to 
secure Mumia a new trial. 


Last February, Equal Justice USA and 
Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia 
Abu-Jamal (a community-based coalition in 
Philadelphia) formed a unique national- 
local partnership. Together, we are working 


Jamal’s legal effort is 


to raise the funds needed to provide 


Mumia with high quality legal help. Au 
legal funds raised are being channeled 
through the Black United Fund in 
Philadelphia. At the same time, we are col- 
laborating to increase grassroots activity 
around the case and the issues it illustrates, 
both regionally and nationally. 


Leonard Weinglass — Mumia’s lawyer 
of choice — assumed the role of chief coun- 
sel earlier this year. He brings nationally 
renowned experience, having handled both 
politicized and death penalty cases. His 
work is coordinated closely with NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund staff attorney Steve 
Hawkins. 


Together Weinglass and Hawkins have 
initiated the first real investigation ever 
done of the case. We knew when it was 
launched last summer that it was an ambi- 
tious undertaking. Eyewitnesses — some 


Mumia Abu-Jamal 


whom had no addresses ten years ago — 
had to be located and depositions taken. 
Yet initial indications stir our hopes that we 
will succeed in proving Mumia’s innocence 
in court. 


But this is a pivotal time. And time is 
of the essence. Last September, a delegation 
— including Mumia’s attorneys, members 
of his family, Pennsylvania legislators, rep- 
resentatives from Equal Justice USA, 
Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia 
Abu-Jamal, and a German solidarity group 
— met with the staff of Pennsylvania 
Governor Robert Casey. Their estimate was 
that Mumia’s death warrant could be 
signed as early as March 1993. 


Faced with this tight time-table, we 
hav escalated the investigative work. 
Jnce a death warrant is signed, Hawkins 
and Weinglass will have to file court papers 
within 80 days. This could force us to cut 
the investigation short. Given court hostili- 
ty toward death penalty appeals both in 
Pennsylvania and at the federal level, this 
preparatory work must be as SoU as 


* possible. 


This is why donations are needed as 
soon as possible. The cost of the overall 
legal effort is expected to exceed $150,000. 
(And it isn’t going to make the lawyers 
rich. The costs are needed to do the thor- 
ough investigation and to pay for “experts” 
to do the investigative work that should 
have been done before the trial. ed.) Thanks 
to gifts of solidarity from both the U.S. and 
Europe, we have already raised $65,000. 
This is a good start, but the legal oe 
must be sustained. 


Over the last several months, groups 


across the country have held events to raise 


funds and to educate their local communi- 
ties about the case. In addition to your per- 
sonal contributions, we urge you to help 
raise legal funds in your community. To 
receive an organizing packet, write to one 
of the addresses below. Can you organize a 
public fundraiser or take up a private col- 
lection from friends and acquaintances? Ne 
effort is too small! — 


The legal effort is an integral part of 
the budding national campaign around the 
case. In battling for Mumia, we put a 
human face on the horrors of the death 
penalty and infuse into the public debate 


key issues of race and political and eco- 


nomic discrimination, 

Jane M. Henderson, Co-ordinator 
Equal Justice USA 

P.O. Box 5206 - 

Hyattsville, MD 20782 | 

(301) 699-0042 


Pamela Africa — Concerned Family and Friends 
of Mumia Abu-Jamal | 

P.O. Box 19709 

Philadelphia, PA 10143 

(215) 552-8985 


Update 


Mumia Abu-Jamal has just recently 
been released from the punitive segrega- 
tion where he has been held for several 
years for, amongst other “transgressions”, 
refusing to cut his hair. He is currently in 
the regular death section of Huntingdon 
State Prison. A small victory, but a victory 
nonetheless. 


Jean, her lawyers, Diana Semalzen and 
James Thompson, said that “Fro e 
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Norma Jean Croy 


row by an excellent defense team that 


. included Native people. They told a tale of 


terror, anti-Indian racism and how Indians 
were hunted down and shot in the back by | 
police who had run amok. The jury found 

that the incident was provoked by racism 
in the Yreka area and that police miscon- 
duct had led to Hittson’s death and that 


' Hittson had indeed shot Hooty first. 


In November, 1991 Norma’s lawyers 
filed a petition for a writ of habeas corpus 
on three grounds, including new evidence. 
The petition was denied in December of 
that year. At her fourth parole hearing on 
July 16, 1992, attorneys submitted over 175 © 
letters of support, including several job 
offers and offers of places of residence in 
the San Francisco area. The three-member 
board paid little, if any attention to these 
letters nor to a statement by Judge Edward 


Stern, Hooty’s trial judge who, after 


Hooty’s trial said “...I think that when 
Norma Jean Croy comes up for a parole 
board hearing again, that the parole board 
should take into consideration that fact that 
this court, at least, believes that had Norma 
Jean Croy been tried in the case I heard, 
Norma Jean Croy would have been found 
Not Guilty...1 want the record to be clear 
that this is my judgement, my Pe 
having heard the evidence in this case.. 


After the denial of- parole for Norma 





beginning of the hearing, it was clear that- 
the pea aoe ee Priced to deny 


à pa role for - anothe 


“board refused to consider evidence “Of —_, 


Norma’s innocence which had been pre- 


sented at her brother’ s 1990 retrial. It = 







ae she 
would also have been acquitted of the 


_ charges. In short, it was an outrageous 
_ abuse of power.” 


For Out Of Control, a lesbian collective 
in San Francisco doing prisoner-support 
work, the continued persecution of Norma 
Jean “is a product of the sexism, as well as 
the racism that pervades every aspect of 
life in the united states. Norma Jean Croy is- 
in prison today because she is an Indian 
woman and because she is a lesbian.” And 
she is a Native lesbian who fights back, and 
who was always out and proud in her com- 
munity . 


The attorneys. have filed an eden 
trative appeal of the Board’s decision. 
Anyone can write directly to protest the 
Panel’s parole decision by writing to the: 


Board of Prison Terms 
545 Downtown Plaza, Suite 200 
Sacramento, CA 95814 


For more information about Norma Jean Coye s 
case, write: 


Norma Jean Croy Defense Committee 
473 Jackson St., 3rd Flr. 
San Francisco, CA 94111 


To contact Out of Control, write them at: 
Out of Control | 

Box 30, 3543 18th St. 

San Francisco, CA 94110 <- 


Correction 


The address given in #38 for San 
Francisco Act-Up had the wrong zip 
code: The address should be: 


_ San Francisco Act-Up 
P.O. Box 14844 
San Francisco, CA 94114 








_ Prison News Service 


In the state of Indiana a war is taking 


Ee place and this war is concentrated not only 
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in the oppressed Afrikan community in 
this state but in the kkkolonial state prison 
system as well. The War would be called 
“low intensity warfare” if it was being car- 
ried out in a Third World country such as 
Vietnam, Nicaragua, Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe, Grenada, El Salvador, Peru etc.. 


‘The Low Intensity Conflict (L.I.C.) 


= takes on the form of chemical and biologi- 


cal warfare, and employs the behavioral 
sciences of psychology to implement and 
carry out methods of behavior. modifica- 
tion, in hopes of achieving political and 
military objectives to maintain tight control 
over an oppressed and confined popula- 
tion... [his Low Intensity Warfare is taking 
place in high-tech theatres of war common- 
ly referred to as Supermaximum Control 


Units /complexes where the generals of this 


war claim they are holding the worst of the 
worst. These high-tech prisons are some of 
the most technologically advanced as far as 
all of the modern state-of-the-art security 
systems and tools of the trade, including 
torture. The latest toys of the security forces 


inflict maximum. pain but leave minimum 
evidence, such as scars or broken bones. ` 


The same gadgets are used inside these 


l _ high-tech theatres of war that the U.S. spe- 


cial forces teach the foreign soldiers of 
death squads from EI Salvador, ‘Peru, and 
other Third World countries. E 


A The political ideology that is imparted 


: into the soldiers of this uneven war is one 
of patriotis Cr ya Ce PS Q ai to e Ota 
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> follow orders and we will take í N of you 
andn ake sure you remain part of the team. 


ever you have an army of people who 
have been psychologically brainwashed to 
the point where they are able to carry out 


_all forms of torture, beating against other 


human beings and rationalizing it under 
the guise of just following orders and doing 
his/her job, the epitome of George Orwell’s 
1984 brutes has been reached. The wind- 
me-up-ask-no-questions, just-follow-orders 
with low I.Q., kiss-ass cannon fodder to be 
front-line fascist shock troops of tomorrow. 


With the opening of the maximum 


control complex in April 1991 in Westville, 


the generals of the D.O.C. in Indiana have 
embarked upon a military offensive with 
maximum sweeping security changes in all 
of the state prisons, an offensive that is 
unprecedented in the history of the state. 


The offensive entails the use of long- 
term lockdowns which last a minimum of 
six months. During the early stages of the 
confined lockdown, the incarcerated popu- 
lation is hit with wave ‘after wave of shock 


troops who carry out search-and-destroy 
missions against prisoners’ personal prop- 


erty. These early tactics are used to soften 
up the population by trying to instill fear 
and intimidation. This also involves all 
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sorts of verbal and physical abuse. 


Ta During this process the generals C 
ly implement or u oai a Seaton sys- 
tem of x 
Da use to target all Donnell SAS 
_ influential prisoners, rebellious prisoners, 


idexes — and « cros dexes 


and prisoners that show a potential for 
resistance. They target these prisoners and 
create psychological profiles. They then do 
the same on passive prisoners and prison- 
ers who live particular lifestyles and they 
will later attempt to exploit these elements 
in the interest of achieving military objec- 
tives. 

While the process of identifying hostile 
elements is taking place, the generals 
implement the PSY-OPs (psychological 
operations) part of the war, sending in vari- 
ous soldiers who have cultivated a rapport 
with certain elements in the confined and 
repressed populace. These soldiers will 
spread and propagate different types of 
information under the guise of confiden- 
tiality that will subsequently spread 
throughout the repressed populace. This 
aspect of the war is designed to play mind 
games with the repressed populace and 
further destabilize, terrorize, and soften up 
the captured populace. 


During this stage hit squads of seven 
to ten soldiers each will be formed into 
units, each with an assortment of weapon- 
ry: batons, clubs, tear-gas guns and launch- 
ers, taser guns and a k-9 mutt (the present 
stage of the Indiana Reformatory and 
Indiana State Prison). These squads will 
terrorize the repressed populace by launch- 
ing predawn raids and preemptive strikes 
against various prisoners that have not 
submitted and continue to resist the 
onslaught of terror, i.e. those political ele- 
ments who continue to organize, agitate 
and educate. Those prisoners who are well- 
respected by all other elements in the 
repressed population are targeted for spe- 
cial treatment in hopes of diminishing their 
stature in the eyes of the other prisoners. 
Such things as commissary, hot food, and 
other so-called privileges, no longer exist. 
Visits, telephone calls, etc., are either 
severely restricted or do not exist. 


The next phase is to implement a type 
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Political Repression in U.S. Prisons 
Focus: The KKKolonial State of Indiana 


of pacification/collabora- 
tion program in order to 
cultivate snitches and 
informants who will 
report back to the gener- 
als what the sentiments 
of the captive population 
are and the effects thus 
far on them. 


= a 


This particular pro- 
gram usually takes place 
by allowing various pris- 
oners, usually the most 
politically backward or 
lumpens, to be porters, 
detail men etc., who 
come out to sweep and 
mop the tiers etc. 


This phase is imple- 
mented a little differently 
in the super max 
kkkamps where prison- 
ers are locked down so 
tight that there is no 
loose movement, only in 
full restraints and with 
several soldiers with 
armaments escorting us. 


People, this is what 
is occurring in all of the 
main state prisons in 
Indiana. The Indiana 
State Prison is in the 
early stage of this war/L.I.C. and has been 
locked down for over five months. The 
ene ieee Sed is in the middle 
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being totally locked down for six months. 
This is taking place all over the state and 
each prison control unit, i.e. torture cham- 
ber of the utmost sophistication, is being 
left in the wake of the initial blitz. 


In prisons like M.C.C. it is strictly a 
physical intimidation war and a psycholog- 
ical war through the use of sensory depri- 
vation and other facets of the science of 
behavior modification. 


We must develop 


_alliances 


The casualties of this war will definite- 
ly have a long-term corrosive effect on the 
public/society, the victims of the war etc.... 
The results are men whose minds have 
been destroyed in the kkkamps where they 
have been forced into insanity and have 
become suicidal or homicidal. This treat- 
ment has created an intense bitterness in 
the subjects subjected to this L.LC. and yet 
the generals continue to apply more and 
more pressure in hopes of forcing the tar- 
geted subjects to self-destruction. In the 
M.C.C. supermaxes, various political pris- 
oners, influential prisoners, or prisoners 


who have chosen not to submit are isolated_ 


and separated from all support mecha- 


nisms such as other prisoners/comrades 


who may inspire the targeted subject. His 
mail is intensely repressed where it is read, 
copied, lost, returned to sender or 
destroyed; visits are denied, phone calls 
severely restricted and monitored etc... 
Anything to isolate the subject and remove 
any foundation of anything the subject may 
stand on and draw strength from. 


People, this is what is happening in 
these prisons, not just in Indiana but all 
over this country because the generals in 
the white (crack) house, national security 
councils, pentagons, etc. see a qualitative 
transformation taking place in prisons all 
across the U.S.: whereas prisoners are 
becoming more politicized, particular 
Afrikan prisoners are coming in culturally 
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oriented, later to become politically orient- 
ed and revolutionarily oriented, who will 
subsequently challenge the legitimacy of 
this current government’s right to rule and 
oppress us, who will start to struggle for 
changes in our surroundings. The generals 
see the forthcoming social upheaval/chaos 
that is going to occur in society and realize 
that prisons are merely reflections of soci- 
ety and the macro contradictions that exist 


_ in society shall exist in the prisons on a 


micro basis. Hence the militarism of 
oppressed communities under the guise of 
War on Drugs coincides with Low Intensity 
War being carried out in the prisons 
because the generals realize they must 
develop the tightest control possible in 
order to prevent the inevitable challenge to 
their corrupt, illegitimate power. 


The only way that we can minimize 
the casualties of this war inside the 
empire’s prisons is if the people in society 
begin to take interest in this war, if they 
move to expose this war and subsequent 
human rights violations, if they develop 
alliances with us and organize amongst 


themselves where not only do they keep an 


eye on the enemy but continue to expose 
and challenge his crimes against us. 
Prisoners must also move to set petty dif- 
ferences aside and recognize that the State 
views us all as slaves - we must develop 
genuine, non-opportunistic relationships 
and alliances. 


If we have different ideologies we 
should work on projects that we can agree 
on and most of all we must move to 
remove the elements from amongst us that 
aid the enemy in our destruction. 


Today the generals have initiated Low 
Intensity Conflict, tomorrow it can be High 
Intensity and that will entail the use of 
lobotomies, amputations, treason trials for 
being disloyal to the State, forced overt 


sterilization, forced overt:chemical injec= ~~ 


tions, etc., etc.... i do not use the word war 
lightly. We are at war for our lives, for our 
humanity, for our self-determination and 


liberation. 
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Hence, Sisters and Brothers and 
Comrades, we must move to conduct our- 
selves like we are in a war until death for 
that is definitely the reality and to view it 
in any other manner indicates a lack of 
political maturity and a naiveté. 


Prisons are used as instruments and 
tools of national oppression and genocide. 
To prevent the right of self-determination 
of Third World people. 


We must resist or die - the choice must 
be made. 


Forward forever - Backward Never -or 
Pain or Sacrifice but Surrender Never!! Free 
all Political Prisoners of War! oo 


Shaka Shakar: #28443 
P.O. Box 557 — M.C.C. 
Westville, IN 
46391-0473 
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WESTVILLE MCC EXPOSED: 
A brief statement of facts toit 


Shaka Shakur 


iam a political prisoner confined to the 


Maximum Control Complex in Westville, 
Indiana. i have been at this facility a total of 
15 months. i am a politically active prisoner. 
i was and remain one of the principal orga- 
nizers behind the first hunger strike here 


and have worked with my fellow prisoners 


to help keep up the pressure for change at 
this facility. 

Since my inception into this facility i 
have been one of the primary targets for 
political repression due to my organizing 
activities and political beliefs. 

On 10-9-92.i was placed under investi- 
gation by Sgt. C. Stang and placed in strict 
solitary with no phone privileges. i was said 
to be under investigation for “trafficking 
with staff.” The staff member in question 
was officer K. Feare who was also placed 
under investigation and subsequently fired 
on 10-16-92. 


On 10-19-92 i was charged with engag- 
ing in unauthorized correspondence with 
an officer. On 10-22-92 i was taken in front 
of a Conduct Adjustment Board and, 
denied any semblance of constitutional 
rights, found guilty; i was given the most 


_ excessive sentence ever imposed upon a 


prisoner at M.C.C. - a sanction that exceeds 
what the authorities are allowed to impose 
for such a charge and, thus, which merely 
reflects the overzealousness in one’s desire 
to persecute and punish. 


The charge centers around a rule that 
does not exist and this is why we are hold- 
ing this press cone We want to 


target TEE for political i 


repression because of their beliefs. We want 


to expose how this unscrupulous person 
has taken the C.A.B. as his own personal 
tool of intimidation and repression. We 
want to expose how these people under the 


direction of C. Wright continue to maintain -~ 


the temperature in our cells at subhuman 
temperatures, subject us to sensory depriva- 
tion, tamper with our mail, and violate our 
psychological and physical integrity. 


The gist of the allegations against me is 


-that a female guard, Mrs. K. Feare, was sup- 


posed to have mailed me a letter from 
home. Due to the fact that these people who 


operate M.C.C. illegally read and photo- | 


copy our incoming mail, this letter was 
intercepted and copied. i was then placed 
under investigation and subsequently 
charged. 


When i went to the hearing i was pre- 
sented with no evidence. They were unable 


to produce any letters or writing of mine 


ee for fer nal le per rsonn nel. T 


only female guards, but nurses as cae This 


that i was supposed to have sent to her. i 
cannot be convicted solely on someone 
else’s actions and admissions. Further i con- 
tend that had i been corresponding with 
her, i violated no rule and engaged in no 
illegal trafficking. The policy here states that 
we can send and receive mail from any per- 
son anywhere except another prisoner. Yet i 
was charged. 


What i wish to show is that this is 
selective discrimination and political perse- 
cution on behalf of C. Wright who makes 


up his rules from day to day. 


Since the opening of this facility there 


“has. been an 80 to 85 per ce cent turnover | atl 


his has 





is a matter of record. These particular 


in ch uq ded not | 


female staff members have either been fired | 


for showing sympathy towards prisoners, 
they have quit or they transferred out 
because they could not take what was being 
demanded of them as far as the dehumaniz- 
ing treatment they were pressured to inflict 
on prisoners. Several of these female staff 
members have left due to sexual harass- 
ment and discrimination. Sexism is preva- 
lent throughout the M.C.C. and the same 
standards held to male staff are not held to 
female staff. Prisoners are being used as 
scapegoats for this administration’s sexist 
policies towards female staff. 


The D.O.C. has attempted to sweep all 
of the resignations and the firings under the 
rug and in turn has punished various pris- 
oners for the folly of this administration 
and its policies. 


Within the last 9 monhe there are sev- 


_eral female staff members here who have 
"Ra . . . . 
either quit in protest of policies or have 


been fired for treating prisoners like human 
beings. This is not a complete list - several 


_others, both female and male staff mem- 


bers, are not listed: 


1. Officer Murray 
2. Officer S. Donaldson 


- 3. Officer R. Fields 


4. Officer K. Feare 

5. Officer Kohnson 

6. Nurse L. Ritz 

7. Nurse Esta 

8. Nurse Mackey 

9. Nurse Cunningham 


As a result of being convicted of “trafficking 
with staff,” Mr. Shakur has written that: “They 
took more than 180 good days [good time]. They 


_ dropped me from time class II to Ill which means 


i do day for day instead of getting credit 2 days 
for 1 day. Which means they pushed my release 
date from 2002 to 2008 - eee: TEUA 

EES | : 







means no visits for 60 days.” 





Grandview survivors 
demand justice 


The Grandview Survivors Support 


group is a support group for women who 
were incarcerated and suffered abuses at 
The Ontario Training School for Girls, later 
called the Grandview Training School for 
Girls. This facility operated between 1933 
and 1976 in (Galt) Cambridge, Ontario. 
Many of the young women who were sent 
to Grandview underwent sexual, physical 
and emotional abuse. Many are still suffer- 
ing as a result of that abuse. It is therefore, 
with the utmost urgency that we are asking 
for your help. 


We are still searching for former 
Grandview residents who may be in need 
of the services we provide, and who are 
entitled to the benefits of any negotiated 
settlement achieved with the Ontario gov- 
ernment. We have had an especially diffi- 
cult time endeavouring to contact the 
many Native women who spent time at 
Grandview. Any assistance you can give us 


1993 March on 
Washington 


Plans are finalized for the 1993 
March on Washington for Lesbian/Gay / 


Bisexual/Transgender Equal Rights and 


Liberation. Events take place over the ` 


week of Wed/21-28 Apr., with the actual 
March on Sunday, April 25. 


. The Lesbian and Gay Prisoner Proxy 
Project is “on the agenda” for Sat. 24 Apr. 


in publicizing this search would be greatly 
appreciated. 

We are demanding a public inquiry 
into the Grandview Investigation, and we 


_ are also demanding that the Ontario gov- 


ernment release our personal files to us. 
You or your group could assist us in this 
area by writing directly to 

Howard Hampton 

Attorney-General 

Queen’s Park, ON 


For more information on the Grandview 
Survivors Support Group, contact: 


Secretary/Treasurer, Judi Harris 
1529-9th Ave. E. 

Owen Sound, ON 

N4K 3E9 

(519) 376-3009 (Fax & Phone) 


or Chairperson, Joyce Taylor 
(519) 527-1922 (Fax & Phone) 


Survivors of Grandview, please call collect. 


Please contact the League for Lesbian 
and Gay Prisoners for more information 
on this important time for solidarity 
through the walls at 1202 E. Pike St., 
Suite 1044, Seattle, WA 98122-3934. 


Bulldozer collective members plan 
to attend the March and would like to 
hear from participants in the prisoner 
proxy project — we would be happy to 
consider speeches and presentations for 
publication. 





Bulldozer notes 


Bulldozer expanding 


The response to Bulldozer’s invitation 
to help with our work in Toronto was 
greater than we had anticipated. A number 
of new people have been helping out and it 
is making a difference in our work. It means 
that we've been able to put more time into 
organizing and problem-solving. Starting 
with this issue, we’ve made new arrange- 
‘ments for mailing the paper into the U.S 
which allows us to mail a 16-page paper for 
slightly less than what we previously were 
paying to send out a 12-page paper. This 
issue might reach you a little later than 
usual, but from now on, our American sub- 
scribers should get the paper sooner. 


Getting Out or Getting Transferred? 

Please let us know if your address 
changes. We have to pay for each copy that 
gets returned by the post office. If you’ve 


PALO EE days | 
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been transferred, send us your new 


address. If you’re getting out, drop us a 
card and let us know if there is someone 
else who has been reading your copy le. 
would like to ) begin receiving it. 


Subscribers Needed 


If you’ve been reading the PNS for a 
while without being a subscriber, please 
consider sending us a donation or sub- 
scription. We currently are sending over 
1,100 copies for free into American prisons. 
Donations are needed so that we can con- 
tinue to do this. Our subs are always free 


_ to prisoners, but we certainly appreciate 


any donations from inside the walls. 


: We would like to increase our reader- 
ship outside of prisons in the US. If you 
are doing prison solidarity work, and think 
that distributing PNS would help your 
work, we’re always willing to send a few 
copies your way for the cost of postage. 


Animal rights activist 
refuses to aid Grand 
Jury probe 


On Nov/3/92 Johnathan Paul was 
jailed by a federal judge for refusing to tes- 
tify at a secretive Grand Jury in Spokane, 
WA. The Grand Jury is “investigating” the _ 
successful activities of the Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) and is one of sever- 
al which has been subpoenaing witnesses 
in Washington, Oregon and Michigan. 


Paul, an environmental/animal libera- 
tion activist, invoked his Fifth Amendment 
rights when he was asked questions about 
other activists at the hearing. A federal 
judge then granted him immunity from 
self-incrimination — a tactic to “encour- 
age” witnesses to talk. When Paul main- 
tained his right to remain silent, he was 
cited for contempt of court and jailed. He 
will remain in jail until the judge decides to 
release him, or until this particular Grand 
Jury is over in December of ’93. Before 
being led away Paul stated, “I will not feed 
information to this government that wants 
to destroy political movements.” 


The Grand Jury process has been used 
extensively by the U.S. government since 
at least the 1960s to harass and impede 
political movements it disagrees with. The 
targets in the “60s were the civil rights and 
anti-war movements and the Black 
Panthers; in the “70s it was the feminist, 
Puerto Rican independence, and the 
American Indian Movement; in the “80s it 
was the Central American Sanetu. 
movement; and in this decade (so far) Ts 
the radical environmental and animal lib- 
ers nor 
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answer any questions, no matter their rele- 


vance to the charges, and they can be. ~~ 






imprisoned on contempt of court char 
Traditionally, activists have, tained a 
policy of non-co-operation with Grand 
Juries, a practice that has resulted in the 
jailing of many people, but which has 
made it more difficult for the Grand Juries - 
to serve their purpose of destroying resis- 
tance movements. 


Government disruption has ranged 
from overt violence to covert disruption 
and disinformation to legal harassment. 
Grand Juries specifically have been 
employed to force activists to spend time, 
money and energy defending themselves. 


_ These investigations have also served to 


create divisions between those who will 
“co-operate” and those who won’t; as well 
it serves to spread fear and intimidation. 


Paul, one of the founders of the Hunt 


. Saboteurs in. California, is not unfamiliar 


with government harassment over ALF 
activities. Several years ago he was 
charged along with two others in connec- 
tion with the University of Oregon lab raid 
in 1986. Charges were eventually dropped 
when the government could not produce 
evidence to proceed to trial, but only after 
thousands of dollars were spent on 
lawyers’ fees and time and energy was 
wasted dealing with the legal system. 


The fact that you can be sent to jail for 
as long as 18 months for refusing to testify 
at-a Grand Jury is an incredible abuse of 
the judicial system. The Grand Jury is 
nothing more than a huge fishing expedi- 
tion which the government uses when it 
has little or no evidence to pin a “crime” 
on. For more information, write: 


Activist Support Group 

P.O. Box 13765 

Portland, OR 97213 

Letters of support can be sent to: 
Johnathan Paul 

Spokane County Jail 

1100 W. Mallon 

Spokane, WA 99260 


ya 
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_ actually increase post-release crim- 


_ issue of Corrections Today report- 


similar crimes and with similar 
criminal records. The two groups 
_ differed only in their sentences — 
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The state of Washington, like most 


Other states in the U.S., is on an expensive 


prison-building binge. The state’s prison 
population has tripled since the late ’70s, 
yet crime rates continue to soar. The same 
situation exists elsewhere across the coun- 
try. Californians, for example, believe that 
the greater the number of cells, the 
safer they are. Since 1980, that 
State’s prison population has 
grown. 300 percent. Six percent of 
California’s general fund is spent 
on corrections, up from 2 percent a 
decade ago. Yet FBI reports say 
violent crime in California jumped 
4.3 percent last year. 


_ The reasons for this are varied 
and complex, and beyond the 
scope of this article. It’s enough to 
say that there is some evidence to 
suggest that imprisonment may 


inal activity. The December 1992 


ed on a recent study done by the 
RAND corporation: “RAND ana- 
lysts,” the article said, “recently 
studied a ‘matched sample’ of 
California offenders convicted of 


members of one group went to 
prison, the others received proba- 
tion. After tracking the groups for 
three years, researchers found con- 
sistently higher re-arrest rates for 
offenders sentenced to prison. 
rug offenders who had been 
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in, violent offenders were 3 


offenders 17 percent more likely.” 


A National Academy of Sciences panel 
recently concluded that drug clinics do 
more to rehabilitate drug addicts than 
prison, job training does more to reduce 
recidivism than incarceration, and early 
childhood prevention programs do more 
than any other factor to reduce a propensi- 
ty to crime. Now, in the midst of a serious 
recession, when every additional correc- 


tions officer may mean one fewer teacher, 
and every prison cell constructed may 


mean a crime prevention program unfund- 
ed, public education is essential to mean- 
ingful change in our approach to the crime 
problem. 


As things stand, the people who own 
the news media tell the public what to 
think about crime and how the problem is 
best dealt with. The news services then 
“poll” citizens and discover that they 
believe just what they were told to think 
(that locking more people up for longer 
periods of time is the best solution). 
Bourgeois politicians, who pretend to be 


acting on behalf of the public’s will, use the 


results of these so-called polls to justify the 
initiation of additional prison construction 
and ever more Draconian crime bills. 


The wait for the ruling-class media or 
bourgeois politicians to correct this disser- 
vice to public safety will be a long and 
unproductive one. These are the very peo- 
ple who profit from the construction and 
maintenance of prisons. The task of public 
education must be taken up by the people 
themselves. If the community’s information 
needs are not being met by the kept media, 
as is the case with the current level of sen- 
sationalized crime reporting, then it is nec- 
essary for oppressed people tienikaives to 
fill the information vacuum. 


Short-term answers are so simple. We 


People need solutions, 
not more prisons 


need jobs! Not alienating, low-paying, 
dead-end work, but employment that will 
give us a sense of self-worth and meaning. 
Some years ago prisoners at this facility 
successfully concluded a 2-1/2 year strug- 
gle to get personally-owned computers into 


our cells. We had the machines for three 
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years without a single computer-related 
infraction being issued. During this period 
many prisoners were able to train them- 
selves in areas such as computer program- 





tive and cost-effective computer training 
program. He did this for no rational reason. 
That was over 3-1/2 years ago, and today 
we may be on the verge of once again 
obtaining computers in our cells. This 
ongoing struggle to serve both public and 
prisoner interests has been long and bitter. 
The big shame of the matter is that the 
resistance to innovative programs like this 
comes from those officially charged with 
the responsibility of protecting the public. 


The ill-advised suppression of success- 
ful programs such as the computers, and 
official reliance on incarceration to solve 
the crime problem, will never 
change in the absence of a para- 
digm shift in the public’s attitude 
toward criminal justice issues. 
Today they see punishment, pure 
and simple, as the best solution. 
It isn’t that people are intrinsical- 

_ly vindictive or hateful. They 
simply don’t want their VCRs 

_ stolen or their daughters raped. 
They are inculcated with bour- 
geois propaganda to the effect 
that the solution lies in ever- 
increasing levels of repression 
(including the death penalty). 
The mental shift that must be 
made is from a punishment out- 
look to more of a so per- 
spective. 


Think of today’s social order 
as a well-worn suit of clothing 
that’s already covered with 

` patches. I for one believe this suit 
is worn beyond repair and needs 
to be completely replaced with a 
brand new suit. Yet most people 
aren’t ready to toss out capital- 
ism, as they see still more life in 
the system. They believe yet 
another patch will do the trick. 
So you have this worn-out suit 
and you notice a new tear in the 
oe ae of this new tear as 
Eo “cerir MerAfter r ALETE n nina ait TY 
weakness in the social fabric. So 
what do we do, get angry and 
tear open this latest rip even fur- 


_ ther? Of course not! Anyone with an ounce 


ming, spreadsheets, word processing, and 


database management. Best yet, since 
inmates bought the units themselves, they 
were able to accomplish all of this at no 
expense to taxpayers. Today these men are 
working in the computer industry on the 
outside, paying taxes, supporting their 
families, and making a good living. 


Then along came some reactionary 
prisoncrat who up and ended this produc- 
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newsletter published by Washington 
state prisoners Ed Mead and Paul 
Wright. PLN reports on court decisions 
to help prisoners vindicate their human 
rights, both inside and outside of the 
government's judicial system. The paper 
is aimed at the more politically advanced 
social prisoners and their friends and 
loved ones on the outside. The newslet- 
ter’s goal is to assist prisoners and their 
supporters in organizing themselves to 
have a voice, and be a progressive force 
in developing a public policy debate 
around the issue of crime and punish- 
ment. An annual subscription to PLN is 
$10.00 a year for those with an income, 
but any donation (either money or 
stamps) will be sufficient for those with- 
out any money. Institutional subscrip- 
tions (law libraries, etc.) are $25.00 per 
year 
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The Prison Legal News is a monthly 


of sense recognizes such weakness and 
sews on a patch. Similarly, rather than 
ostracizing the individual criminal, he or 
she should be seen as an area of the social 
fabric in need of strengthening. This takes 
the form of special education and training. 
Most of us wouldn’t be in prison if we had 
the skills to earn a decent living, we would 
not be raping our sisters if we had an anti- 
sexist consciousness that didn’t view 
women as objects. But the prison does 
nothing to rectify either of these areas, or 
any others. It would cost the public less to 


Make checks or money orders 
payable to Prison Legal News, P.O. Box 
1684, Lake Worth, FL 33460. 















Attention recent PLN 
subscribers 


_ The following people recently sent 
donations to Prison Legal News. Due to a 
computer mix up we know they made a 
donation and the amount but we don’t 
have their mailing address. Because of 
this we can’t contact them directly. If you 
know any of these people (or better yet if 
they’re reading this) please have them 
contact PLN at: P.O. Box. 1684, Lake 
Worth, FL. 33460 and send us their mail- 
ing address. The affected people are: 
Lloyd Mathews, Lloyd Johnson, Fay 
Dowker, Elena Natalizia, Jorge Restripo 
and Willie Williams. 
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send us to Harvard and make nuclear 
physicists of us than it would to keep us in- 


. prison. Yet the public's current level of 


understanding is still fixated on the coun- 
terproductive punishment mode. 


“Why should I pay taxes to send a rob- 
ber to college,” asks the worker, “when I 
can’t afford to give my own son a college 
education?” While this begs the question of 
why a free education is not available to 
everyone who wants one, it nonetheless 
represents a widespread sentiment. The 
simple answer is that the offender repre- 
sents a weakness that needs to be strength- 
ened. If the number of patches we had was 
limited, we wouldn’t add one to a part of 
the suit that wasn’t in some way damaged. | 


Capitalism cannot of course provide 
jobs for everyone, nor education, or hous- 
ing, etc. For truly restorative justice to real- 
ly work we will need a society based on 
something more substantial than the drive 
to make a profit. And that too is beyond the 
scope of this article. For now I merely want 


_to get the point across that alternatives do 


exist, but before they can be implemented 
even on a limited scale, the public’s atti- 
tude must be changed. This is not a job that 
should be left to the bourgeois media or 
politicians; their interests lie elsewhere. It 
is, rather, a task those most directly affected 
must undertake. Prisoners and family 
members need to highlight the failure of 
the existing approach to crime, and to 
inform the public about steps that can be 
taken toward a restorative form of justice. 
If you rely on someone else to do it for you, 
it won’t get done. We as the oppressed 
must be our own liberators. One initial step 
in this direction would be for “each one to 
teach one.” Surely that’s a little something 
we can all accomplish. Just think of the 


-alternative.... co 


Ed Mead 
#251397 
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View from Treblinka — 
Dungeon Pelican Bay 


I arrived at Pelican Bay Security 
Housing Unit (SHU) in July ’91. This SHU 
opened in 1989 and is now a well-known 
Control Unit, sometimes called by the pris- 


oners “Dungeon Pelican Bay.” I informally | 


call it Treblinka. 


The finer details of life in this SHU are 
not well-known. It is my intent to reflect on 
them, but first I believe some background 
is necessary as to how I ended up here. 


-I’m a male-to-female transsexual les- 
bian. I’m serving a life term out of Los 
Angeles and expect to die in prison, as 
opposed to begging the Board of Prison 
Terms for mercy. This is my first time in 
prison; I entered the system when I was 27. 
Since then, in 1980, I’ve been rotated 
through seven California prisons, including 
San Quentin and Folsom (old and new). 
I’m a trained paralegal and jailhouse 
lawyer and am involved in extensive 
administrative appeals and litigation 
against conditions of confinement. I’m of 
American Indian and Mexican Indian lin- 
eage and have been deaf since age 15 from 
meningitis. My complaints and briefs high- 
light prison issues concerning Native 
American legal and religious rights, the 
rights of deaf prisoners, and medical treat- 
ment for transsexuals in prison. 


In May '91 I defended myself against a 
bashing at Folsom, an attack on me that 
prison officials encouraged and deliberate- 
ly failed to prevent in retaliation for my 
administrative complaints and legal 
activism. At the time of the incident I had a 
lawsuit pending against Folsom and the 
California Department of Corrections for 


treatment of transsexualism < and a number | lip reading like a: ny’ on e cai n be taug 
olsom | 


guards and administrative personnel for 
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harassment and discrimination based on 
my gender orientation and exercising my 
legal rights to petition for a redress of 
grievances. Also, I and two other deaf pris- 
oners (Louis Fresquez, a Mexican, and 
Thomas Brooks, a white, both of whom 
were most enthusiastic and steadfastly 
dedicated to the rights of deaf prisoners, 
whatever the consequences), had begun to 
assert our rights to equal treatment by 
requesting telecommunication devices for 
the deaf (TDD) to use the telephone with, 
and television decoders. Some deaf prison- 


ers were also being forced against their will 


and on threat of punishment to work in the 
factory, which due to their deafness poses a 
health and safety hazard to them and those 
around them and is a violation of certain 
safety codes. We also filed paperwork for 
light-flashing alarms on the yard, and a 
computer readout screen on a wall to alert 
us to emergency situations in which the 
gunners gave everyone the order to 
“drop!”, and other emergency instructions. 
This was a serious problem for us that 
could have easily turned lethal in the level- 
four Folsom setting, where there are always 
five gun towers covering the yard and 
signs everywhere give notice that “no 
warning shots will be fired - the first round 
will be for effect.” Drop orders are often 
given and prisoners have been shot to 
death more than once. And more than once 
the order was given without my knowl- 
edge with the result that I ended up in the 
gunners’ sights. Folsom officials did not 


like the fact that we were protesting such - 


conditions. 


In a disciplinary hearing at which a 
number of my due process rights were 
denied me | was found guilty of “battery 
with serious injury.’ ‘ A Folsom committee, 
which I had in court just weeks earlier, 
imposed a two-year disciplinary term to be 
served in Pelican Bay SHU despite my 
claims of denial of due process, self-defense 





amd the term being above the max. On July 
23 I was shipped to Pelican Bay, shackled 
hand and foot and kept in a tiny cage at the 
front of the bus for the eight-hour ride from 
Sacramento to the Oregon border. 


At approximately 3 o’clock the next 
morning, while sleeping I was subjected to 
a violent, brutal “cell extraction” because | 
could not hear the guards calling me to 
“show skin” for count. This was Pelican 
Bay’s welcome party and would be repeat- 
ed two more times. The extraction-team 
was in full riot gear, brandishing such 
weapons as a taser stun gun, weapons that 
shoot gas pellets, rubber bullets and wood- 
en bullets, and their batons, visors and a 
shield. I had been shocked out of my sleep. 
I was brutally manhandled, my hands 
cuffed behind my back, ankles cuffed, and 
violently jerked out of bed. They stood me 
before them in my cell, naked, and played 
their flashlights on my breasts and pri- 
vates, giggling like idiots. There were 
extraction team members and medical per- 


sonnel, altogether about ten of them 


crammed in my cell. 


A sergeant began to scold me; that’s all 
I could gather. I couldn’t understand a 
word he was saying. I was barely oriented 
and hadn’t the wildest imagination of what 
Was going on. | cut in by telling him that 


- I’m deaf and could not understand him 


and could he slow down his speech so that 
I might read his lips. They all wore protec- 


tive vests. The sergeant was small and his 
vest puffed up his size. 


One of the biggest misconceptions 


| about deat eos is that they can be taught | 
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read and write and thereafter can COMmT 


nicate with the aon of ease. No me 


lem, just read a person’s lips as one would 


_ read a book. This is a myth. Lip reading is 
guesswork and everyone has their own | 


way of speaking and no two pairs of lips 
are the same. A lip reader does not expect 
to understand every word but instead 
looks for key words that cue them. Thus 
most times things must be repeated 
because the person isn’t able to key in on 





o the message with the few words they think 


they understand. It contributes to the prob- 
lem when the speaker makes no effort to 
speak slowly or consciously form words 
and instead speaks in a normal fashion as if 
the deaf person has normal hearing ability. 
Moustaches are also a hindrance. 


The sergeant made no effort to effec- 


tively communicate with me and I indicat- 
ed my hearing aid on the desk. It is a com- 
pact aid that fits behind the ear and serves 
to amplify sound. Hearing aids give rise to 
another my many people seem to think 
they “cure” deafness. Hearing aids do not 
restore normal hearing; they merely ampli- 
fy sound. It is up to the individual to inter- 
pret the sound to the best of their ability 
with whatever remnants of hearing that 
remain in the damaged nerve, if it is a 
nerve deafness that they suffer from, as I 
do. I was struck with cerebral meningitis 
while in the youth authority, which caused 
an inflammation of the membrane sur- 
rounding my brain, damaging the ear 


nerves, and put me into a coma. I am med- . 


ically diagnosed as profoundly nerve deaf 
without the faculties to hear adequately 
even with a hearing aid. Thus I must use a 
combination of lip reading and sound and 
even then it can be very difficult when a 
person is impatient and uncooperative in 
making an effective effort to communicate 
with me. 


I asked to be uncuffed so that I could 
put on my hearing aid. They would not 
uncuff me. Instead one of them began to 
handle my hearing aid. He was obviously 
unfamiliar with it and was not handling it 
with care. It is a sensitive instrument. He 
immediately tried to place it on me and I 
had to tell him to insert the battery first. I 
didn’t know why the MTAs, so-called 
“Medical Technical Assistants,” did not 
take the medical responsibility of doing 
this themselves. The guard made a clumsy 
attempt to see! the battery, pens it in 









n eS I told bas Brak $ s the bai 
_ tery in and before I could tell him not to 


close the battery case he closed it. When 
this type of aid is “on” while not in the ear 
it emits a very loud, high-pitched piercing 
whistle that is offensive to persons with 
normal hearing but which cannot be heard 
by deaf persons. The result was that they 
all immediately recoiled and covered their 
ears with their hands and looked to be on 
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the verge of stampeding back out of the 
cell. After turning the aid off the guard 
tried to put it in place. He failed, and just 
left it dangling from my ear. This appealed 
to their sordid sense of humor. 


Eventually I was able to gather that I 
was expected to “show skin” for all counts, 
which include the 11 p.m., 1, 3, and 5 a.m. 
counts. I told them I would do so. A re- 


_ reading the next day of the SHU orienta- 


tion package showed no rule mandang 
skin counts. 


At all times I was forced to stand 
shackled totally naked before them. My 
psychological process was strongly assault- 
ed. I felt raped. To them I had no claim to 
dignity or defense. As a prisoner I was a 
non-person in their eyes and therefore had 
no rights, human or legal. I was inferior, I 
was debasement of debasement. Low. A 
judgment that gleamed in their eyes as they — 
appraised me curiously in their puffed-up 


vests, sweating like swine. I a wakan, a 


holy image, a transsexual, was incompre- 
hensible to these heathen. As a woman | 
was expected to be a physically and men- 
tally shackled slave. Nothing more, per- 
haps less. Less than a non-person. Low. 
scream is loud and long. r 


The next day the guards. took an 
amusement in refusing to let me shave. 
This was a deliberate ploy to cause mental 
suffering to someone with a female psycho- 
logical composition having to bear a 3 -4. 
day stubble, since tweezers are not allowed 
here. I was allowed to shave after filing an 
administrative appeal. Razors are issued 
during showers only and showers are three- 
times a week for ten minutes. My hair falls 
below my shoulders. To shampoo, shave 
and wash my entire body in ten minutes? 
Luckily sometimes a shower will run 15 - 
20 minutes, or even longer if the guards are 
occupied. Sometimes I must compromise a 
shampoo to shave my legs or vice versa. Or 
I shampoo i in ar cin or ae a birdbath, 


et 


Not all prisoners are receptive to or 


even neutral towards transsexuals. For the 
most extreme of this sort we seem to pose a 2 





threat to their sense of machismo at d to 
their sexuality. And there a ose who 


think that we must succumb to their 
whims. Bitch this, bitch that. This display is 
outright bullshit and is usually a case of 
male supremacy. And there’s the 
omnipresent specter of uneducated “peer 
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_ selves or see the light and that they are 
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pressure” for someone not to have any- 
thing to.do with a transsexual or gay boy, 
not even convo. And in all cases these are 
the ones who don’t want to struggle 


against their oppressor, who are from this 


crowd or that crowd and “we don’t file 
Or don’t want to educate them- 


being the tools and the fools of their 


oppressor, who want to bury them just as 
deep as the rest of us. 


Soon the guards told me I had to have 
a cellmate. I asked for a transsexual cell- 
mate, if any, or a gay boy - someone with 
similar factors as mine or as close as possi- 
ble in terms of my gender orientation. That 
same day a “straight” person was put in 
with me. He was in the cell no longer than 
15 minutes when he expressed his displea- 


sure at being celled up with me and asked 


for a cell move. He was told he could not 
have a cell move unless there was a cell 


_ fight, and when he tried to argue around 
this he was again told he could only move 


if he assaulted me. This is SHU policy, for- 


~ mal or informal. “Cockfights” are often set 
up by guards by placing known enemies 
together or persons they know will be 
incompatible and who know that there is 


only one way out. This also serves not only 
to keep prisoners divided and conquered 


_ but in SHU longer because they must then 


receive a disciplinary writeup, lose good 


behavior credits, TV or radio privileges, 


even yard privileges, for 30, 60, 90 days or 
more and could have their SHU term 
extended for six more months. 


Realizing the futility of his verbal 


attempts my cellmate then immediately | 
_ began to assault me, in front of the guard, 


without pretext. I stumbled to the ground, 


and he began to kick and bang ny head 


_ against the concrete bunk. I lost my orien- 
tation. When I could finally put things in 
focus an aen team was assembled i in 
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torn up and cosmetics kept. I didn’t take 
the bait. I set all his Prepeny at the door, 
intact. 


Pelican Bay SHU is comprised of C 


and D facilities. A and B facilities are the 


 _level-four mainlines. The whole SHU com- 
plex is about 100 yards from the mainline 
and appears as a giant X from above. Video 
cameras scan all four corridors of the X, at 
the center of which there is a central con- 
trol. C SHU has 12 units and D SHU 10 


units. Each unit is comprised of six pods in 
a semi-circle, separated from each other by 


walls. In a pod there are eight cells, four up 
and four down. There are no windows. The 


_ pods are totally isolated from each other 


and it is virtually impossible to communi- 


‘cate with someone in another pod. A con- 


trol booth is at the center of the semi-circle 
of pods, on the second-floor level, where 
the gunner has a view into each pod from 


his desk and mechanically manipulates the 


doors and makes announcements over the 
loudspeaker. They cannot see into the cells 
from control. There are two floor officers in 
each unit. 


The yard, or the “dog run,” is a small 
space about 20 feet long and 10 feet wide, 
with 20-foot grey walls topped by mesh 
screen, half covered with plastic to block 
the rain, and a video camera by which con- 
trol can observe you. There is nothing else 
out there but a drain hole, which some uri- 
nate into as there is no toilet. But this has 
stopped in most pods on unanimous agree- 


ment because it created a foul odor and 


also because prisoners talk to other pod 
yards through the drainpipe. Only a very 
limited portion of the sky can be seen from 
the yard. And that’s all the direct visual 
contact we have with the outside world. 
“Dungeon” is an appropriate term. 


A typical strip search is required 


% Peecvisions 0 or radios will be POK 
or ‘letters kept for addresses and pictures or 
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before going to the yard and coming back 
in. Requiring us to spread our buttocks and 
squat three times is psychologically debili- 
tating, which is its real purpose, not “secu- 
rity.” Along with the other various blatant 


or subtle psychological techniques that ` 


Pelican Bay is all about, it has the effect of 
further depersonalizing prisoners and 
emphasizing the big me/little you guard 
complex. It’s also meant to discourage us 
from going to the yard, which means less 
work for the guard and more time for them 


to shoot the shit and read our newspapers. 





An assortment of weapons are used by 
the extraction teams. Not long after I 
arrived in SHU a cell fight occurred 
upstairs. It broke out while the guard was 
up there, which is how they sometimes 
happen when done solely for a cell move. 
These two prisoners were heavyset and I 
could feel the vibrations of their rumbling. 
It was a fierce confrontation. The guard 
came running down the stairs, signalling 
the gunner to call the crew, and a short 
while later an extraction team entered the 


. pod in full force. The lead guard carried a 


weapon that resembled a single-barrel 12- 
gauge sawed-off shotgun. Known as “Big 
Bertha” it scatters wooden shot. Close 
behind him another guard leaped up the 
stairs two at a time, carrying an Uzi that 
fires rubber bullets. A lieutenant with a 
taser ran by and a sergeant and other goons 
rushed up the stairs with a 5-foot plastic 
shield and a stretcher, wearing visors and 
carrying mechanical restraints and batons. 
Fortunately they did not use their weapons 
on the prisoners, but one was taken out on 
the stretcher. 


It is especially difficult for me to com- 
municate with the guard from my cell. The 
small perforated holes in the thick metal of 
the doors (there are no bars) compound the 
problem. The doors are painted white 


` inside and brick red outside. This combina- 


tion of light/ dark paint and tiny holes per- 
mits limited outward vision and maximum 
inward vision. Another little something. A 


guard at my door once expressed his 
annoyance at the resultant communication 


impasse. As it was later told to me, prison- 


ers in other cells called to him and logically 
asked that due to my deafness why doesn’t 
he simply write his comments on paper for 
me. At this point the gunner, a female, 
yelled into the pod, “You guys shut up and 
mind your own business!” Right, as if they 
were a bunch of heartless cowards. At 
which time they immediately cussed her 
out. The guard did eventually write his 
comments for me. 


Nowhere in any SHU or CDC rule 
book does it say that prisoners in SHU 
must show skin for count. This arbitrary 
policy is a typical abuse of power, to wake 
prisoners in the middle of the night as a 
form of psychological harassment and to 
punish us. At times my intense bright light 


‘has been locked on all night by guards, and 


once for as long as three consecutive days, 
because I cannot hear them calling me. 
They will bang on the door with their 
batons at three in the morning knowing 
very well I can’t hear it, just to annoy 
everyone in hopes to get them mad at me. 
They'll yell, kick the door, slam my tray 
slot door open and closed, turn on all the 
pod lights. The second time I was extracted 
while sleeping the prisoners told them I 
can’t hear them, that I am medically deaf. 
Some of them commented to each other, 
“Isn't [she] deaf? I heard [she] can’t hear.” 
But their leader ignored this. “Be sure to 
wear gloves. Continue to prepare.” After 


_ the extraction, in which I was hogtied and 


taken out on the gurney, my sheets and 
blankets were taken away and light locked 
on all night. They pride themselves on this 


place being so high-tech, yet it is run by 


cavemen. 


The jailhouse lawyers in SHU are very 
united. This is what uplifts me the most. 
Legal books and materials are shared. Case 
law is discussed through the air vents. 
Postage, paper, monthly canteen and even 
yearly 30 lb. packages are shared. The 
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guards have attempted to break up such 


solidarity by arbitrarily and periodically 


moving prisoners around en masse or 
singly. They are especially concerned about 
the fact that other prisoners express 


protests over my treatment and I have been 


moved around many times. It is fair to say 
that I’m well-known by prisoners in the 
SHUs as one who will stand up for my 
rights and the rights of others and will not 
hesitate to oppose the system with my 
mind in the fashion that many of them 


-have taught me in ways I never knew exist- 


ed. In all my years of imprisonment I have 


never seen anything like the solidarity that 


can exist in this SHU. It has affected me 
profoundly. At certain times I’m not in a 
hurry to leave. I know that when I finally 
do leave my beloved friends here I will not 
forget them for one moment and I will miss 
them. We will continue to struggle together 
- that is certain! 


“Oh Amazon... Tall babydoll...” The 
heathens have taunted me here. It would 
be a pleasure to oppose them on equal 


terms and lay to rest any myths they may | 


have about women of whatever strain. 


In the midst of all this madness, and 
lots more which has yet to be spoken, I had 
appealed the disciplinary guilt finding on 
due process grounds and a rehearing was 
ordered in October ’91. It took until 
January ‘92 to have the hearing in SHU. I 
was again denied due process in the hear- 
ing preparation phase. I made a big issue 
out of this to the hearing lieutenant. To my 
surprise he agreed and dismissed the alle- 
gation and entered a finding of not guilty. I 
was. subsequently ordered released from 
SHU. | 


Instead of being released I was issued 
an indeterminate SHU term on the ludi- 
crous pretext that there is no room for me 
elsewhere. Since being at SHU I had 
become one of eight named plaintiffs in a 
class action suit against conditions at the 
prison and had filed a meh tate of adminis- 


trative personnel, and a civil rights action 
against Folsom. My illegal retention in 
SHU is retaliation for exercising my legal 
rights. Imagine being absolved of an unjust 
allegation and then issued an indetermi- 
nate SHU for absolutely nothing ol other than 


exercising my conscience. 


There is a lot of work to be done and 
legal tools to be manufactured with which 
to kick these heathen in the seat of their 
pants as hard as one can and obtain what 
little more movement one is allowed under 
the “laws” of this corrupt system that is 
rent with contradictions and. rotten to the 
core. co 


In solidarity from keak 
Lofofora Eva Contreras C-45857 


-Box 7500 SHU 


Crescent City, Ca. 95532 


Attention Jailkouse Artists 


We are running short of original art. 
Don't let that talent go unseen! Ideas: 
prison life, isolation/control units, 
repression, resistance, mind control, 
religious rights, racism, sexism, etc. 
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No justice on stolen land — Native peoples i in the prisons: 


| Reprinted from OH-TOH-KIN e > Part One - OH-TOH-KIN Publications for/of Native Peoples Resistance © Vol. 1, No. 2, Fall-Winter 1992 ¢ P.O. Box 81, Vancouver, BC V6B 3X4 © with love & solidarity to G 





“Ht might be well for you to remember that the native people of this 
land lived here for hundreds of thousands of years, millions of peo- 
ple, without prisons and prison guards, without police and lawyers 
and without judges. Because we Knew how to live then and we still 


know how to live now...” 


Art Solomon, Ojibway Elder 





: | en the European colonizers first 
washed up on the shores of the 
Americas 500 years ago, they 


brought with them all the decaying institu- 
tions of their own lands. One of these insti- 
tutions continues today in the prisons of 
North, South and Central America. A look 
inside the prisons of Canada today shows a 
severe “over-representation” of Native 
Peoples locked up. It also shows Native 


Peoples struggling for basic human rights 


which the colonizers claim to represent, and 
that this struggle has been going on for a 
number of years now. Yet, there’s not a lot 
said about Natives in prison, except that 
“there’s a lot of them”, by either the govern- 
ment or many Native organizations and 
groups. The reasons for government silence 
are obvious: the statistics on Native prison- 
ers show nothing but a racist legal system 
based on colonialism. The reasons for 


Native organizations’ own silence are not so 
obvious, except we know that a lot of them | 


get their funding from the Department of 
Indian Affairs. And there are probably other 
reasons, like these same organizations being 
more interested in meeting white politicians 
in 3-piece suits than working and organiz- 
ing with Native Peoples. The end result is 





people! 


People who fight for liberation cannot 
forget those imprisoned by the state, 
whether they are political prisoners or 
Prisoners of War, (like Leonard Peltier) or 
Native people who have reacted to the 
effects of colonization (such as by stealing 
one thing or another because they a t 
have the money.) 


The Iron House aka 
prison: what it is 


“A criminal justice system reflects the 
values of those who hold power in society. 


Prisons as we know them today are real- 
ly new forms of social control which have 
their origin in Europe. Along with the courts 
and laws, prisons were developed to control 
the lower economic classes. To better under- 


A 









that Native men and women ini the pr prisons |_ 
eir own 


are isolated and Forgotten, Dy t 


stand the role of prisons, it’s helpful to look 
at their origins in European society. 

Up until the 16th century, criminal 
offenses as defined by the ruling classes 
were punished by a variety of brutal meth- 
ods. Those convicted of even minor offenses 


such as begging, theft or prostitution would | 


be punished by: the cutting off of a hand or 
finger, cutting off or tearing out the tongue, 
putting out an eye, cutting off an ear, castra- 
tion, branding, burning, or torture on the 
wheel. 


For capital punishment, the methods of 


execution were just as varied: one could be - 


slain by knives, axes or swords, buried 
alive, tortured to death by hammering nails 
through the body and stripping off the skin, 
strangled to death, drowned, bled to death, 
drawn and quartered, or ripped to shreds. 


Although the European nobility had 
plenty of imagination in all this, these sav- 
age methods of punishment were not, at 
first, widespread. Generally, fines were 
more common backed up by periodic dis- 


plays of torture. Very quickly, however, 


these methods did become more common in 


_the face of a growing population and 





SEE Sela : 


pene ion of Europe ETETEA EIA 


spurred on in part by the invasion of other 
lands. Between 1450 and 1600, this popula- 
tion grew from 50 million to 100 million. So 


too did the number of poor and unem- ` 


ployed peasants who were thrown out of 
the towns and cities, becoming vagabonds 


and beggars in the countryside (Robin 





Hood and all that). 


While landowners could exploit this 
“excess labour pool” to lower the wages of 
those working, the growing number of beg- 
gars came to be viewed as increasingly 
volatile and a growing threat. 


More and more, judges began to turn to 
executions and torture as both an attempt to 
stop the poor from feeding themselves 
(called theft) and as a way to reduce that 

“overpopulation”. 


“More and more during this period, 
which spans the 16th century, judges hand- 
ed down the death penalty to 
those members of society whom 
they deemed troublesome or 
undesirable. The extent of. this 
repression is extraordinary. For 
example, during the reign of 
Henry VIII (1509-1547), it is esti- 


hanged, this during a period in 
which the average population of 
England never exceeded three 
million.”3 

By the 17th century, the popu- 
lation growth that had created 
more and more poor under 
Europe’s feudal system had begun 
to taper off. At the same time, the 
potential for large markets had 
been opened up in the invasions 
of the Americas, Africa and Asia. 
Europe found itself in a severe 
shortage of labour and resorted to 
a number of methods to reverse 
this. Tax benefits were given to 
couples with large families and 
cash incentives to those bearing 
large families, and laws were 
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mated that 72,000 people were 


enacted limiting the emigration of | 


labour. Child labour was increasingly used. 
And all those men and women the judges 


were sentencing to death came to be viewed 


in a different light: 


“For criminals comprised a group 


which the state could easily control and put 
to work to fill the labour shortage, using 
convicted felons to do those especially diffi- 
cult tasks for which employers were finding 


it hard to secure labour. For them, the state _ 


encouraged the establishment of houses of 
corrections...such institutions placed at the 
disposal of the state a large and ready 
source of cheap labour that could easily be 
exploited at exactly the moment in history 
in which the labour shortage was most 
acute.* 


These houses of correction were facto- 


ries that, besides filling a labour shortage, 


also broke even or made profits. 


By the 1800s, the population growth the 
ruling classes had sought was firmly in 
place: between 1720 and 1801, the popula- 
tion of England grew from 5.1 million to 9.2 
million. Once again the ruling classes had 
an excess labour pool to exploit, and the 
resulting unemployment and poverty pro- 
duced a dramatic rise in crime rates. In 
some areas it went up by as much as 500%. 
As the crime rate rose, a national system of 
prisons began to be constructed, 


“two of its central functions...the ware- 
housing of useless labour, and the preserva- 
tion of a social order which was being peri- 
odically threatened oe the victims of impov- 
erishment.”° 


Paring the same period, ee in 


ere ae 


790 


ae ae i "F nET Saco of edan pris- i 
ons — the Walnut Street Jail. In attempting 
to reform the worst brutalities of prisons, 


the Quakers believed that quiet and solitude 
— along with a bible in hand — would lead 
to the prisoners turning to God and emerg- 
ing penitent. Instead, many of the prisoners 
went insane or committed suicide. 
(Whoops! So much for good intentions} 


In Canada, the first prison built was the 
Kingston, Penitentiary, constructed in 1837. 
This was followed by prisons at Saint. John, 
New Brunswick and Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
Colonialist expansion left a trail of prisons 
in its wake, so that by 1911, prisons would 
be constructed in Quebec, Manitoba, British 
Columbia and Saskatchewan. 


Canadian prisons were influenced and 
guided by both English and U.S. models, 
being based on principles of complete isola- 
tion from society, compulsion to work, no 
leisure or recreational facilities, strict silence 
(i.e. no talking), and compulsory Christian 
indoctrination.® 


Today, the Correctional Service of | 


Canada (CSC) operates some 59 prisons: 2 
high maximum, 15 maximum, 16 medium, 
13. minimum, and 13 Community 
Correctional Centres, employing 26,924 peo- 
ple (10,863 of whom are employed in federal 
corrections).? There are also many more pre- 
trial jails, psychiatric centres, etc. Prisons are 
generally divided up between federal and 
provincial institutions; those sentenced to 
two years less a day go to provincial prisons, 
the rest to federal prisons. 


Briefly, we’ve seen how prisons devel- 
oped historically depending on the needs of 


the ruling classes and changing economic © 
_ conditions. But how do these European forms 


of social control work under colonization? 


Prisons and colonization 


“Today these prisons are only an extension 
of the Christian persecution and genocide that 
my people resisted for centuries. The struggle is 
war.” 


Stuart Stonechild, Nehiyawak (Cree)? 





Under colonialism, prisons perform the 
same basic functions as those used in the 
colonialist centres — Europe. That is, they 
are used to control the most oppressed, and 
therefore the most rebellious sectors of soci- 
ety. However, the fundamental difference is. 
that in colonialist situations the role of pris- 
ons is directed more against the colonized 
peoples. The differences between the meth- 
ods used in Europe and those used in the 
colonization of the Americas, is that under 
colonization they are carried out in a con- 
text of a genocidal war of conquest, were 
more widespread, and were carried out not 
only under European legalities but also a 
racist doctrine of white supremacy. 


In this context of total war, . 
tens of millions of Native 
Peoples were killed. 
Millions were 
also worked 






























to death in 
mines and planta- 
tions under a vicious 
slave system that alko l 
imported some 15 million African. 
peoples, with upwards of 40 million perish- 
ing in the ships used to transport them. In 
effect, these slaves can be seen as the first 
Prisoners-of-War in the colonization, cap- 
tured and forced to carry out the physical 
labour necessary for the build-up of the 
European ernpires. 

As the European powers consolidated 
their positions, reserves and concentration 
camps were established as methods of iso- 
lating and controlling First Nations: they 
worked as essentially prison camps where 
movement on and off the reserve was con- 
trolled by a pass system, where substandard 
rations and supplies were issued, and dis- 
ease and malnutrition flourished. The First 
nations were forced into these camps and 
reserves at gunpoint, and their aims were 
the same as those of prisons: isolation and 
control. 


On the other hanad, the colonizers used 
the actual prison camps and the taking of 
Prisoners-of-War for more specific repres- 
sion. Many of the well-known warriors who 
led armed resistance against colonization 
were imprisoned: Montezuma, 
Cacxamatzin, Atahualpa, Caupolican, 
Satank, Geronimo, Crazy Horse, Cochise 
and many others. They were used as 
hostages to force the Native Nations into 
submission. In Florida, Fort Marion was 
used as a POW camp in the late 19th centu- 
ry for hundreds of Commanche, Cheyenne, 
Arapaho, Kiowa and Apache warriors 
(including Lone Wolf, White Horse, 
Geronimo and Mamanti.) 


During the armed struggle conducted 
N 
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by Indian and Métis (a mixed-blood people, 


| ed.) warriors in 1885 in Manitoba, the full 
| weight of the colonizers’ legal apparatus 
| was brought down. Forty-nine Indians and 
| Métis were killed in battle and hundreds 


wounded. In the ensuing legal attack, 9 
Metis and Indian warriors were executed 
(including Wandering Spirit, Iron Body, 
Little Bear, Louis Riel, and 5 others), 23 


_Indians were sentenced from two to 20 
years, and 21 Metis sentenced from one to 


seven years, making a total of 44 Prisoners 
of War. ° 


As well, the legal system was used in 


the criminalization of Native cultures under 


the Indian Act of 1876. For example, those 

who defied the ban on Potlaches 
in B.C., particularly the 
Kwagiutl Nation, 
were frequently 
imprisoned 


` for up to six 
months. In April 
1922, twenty-two 
Natives were sentenced 

from.two to six months in Oakalla 
prison in Burnaby, B.C. They, 


“brought back from prison stories of 
the humiliation felt by women who were 


5 forced to strip naked for medical inspec- 
_ tions...of firehoses turned against them.’””10 


(Note, the Indian Act laws against the 


Potlach — and against the Sundance — 
_ were not removed until 1951.) 


Similarly, the legal system was used 
, against those who resisted Indian Act laws 


restricting Native fishing and hunting, as 
well as the band councils imposed under 
the Act, and those families that refused to 
send their children to the brutal residential 
schools. 


Clearly, prisons were not only forms of 


control but also became a method of 


repressing, the struggles of Native Peoples 
by imprisoning or threatening to imprison 
those who resisted. Prisons, and by exten- 
sion the courts, police and laws have a his- 
torical record of being used to carry out the 
policies of colonization. 


Despite this, it was not cnt the 1960s 
during widespread civil rights struggles in 
the U.S. led by Blacks that the question of 
Native imprisonment come to be examined. 
What was found was a disproportionate 
number of Native people in Canadian pris- 
ons. And it also appeared to be a newer 
phenomenon: 


“Tt is interesting to note that the high 


| incidence of conflicts with the law have 
occurred only within the last twenty years - 


since Native people have begun to extend 
their participation beyond the boundaries of 


the reserve ... 


' not those 







Native crimes can be viewed 
as the consequence of increased interaction 


with institutions of the larger society where ` 


the pressures to assimilate are acute.” 


Several factors can be seen as contribut- 
ing to this. One is the expansion of resource 
exploitation into once-isolated Native com- 
munities and the destruction such expan- 
sion has brought. Justice Thomas Berger, in 


asserting the causes for a rapid rise in alco- 


holism, crime, violence and even welfare 
dependency in the Northwest Territories, 
cited the MacKenzie Valley Pipeline and 


~ other industrialization projects: 


“I am persuaded that the incidence of - 


these disorders is closely bound up with the 
rapid expansion of the industrial system 
and with its persistent intrusion into every 
part of Native people’s lives...”12 


A.second factor is the overall increase 


_ in imprisonment rates in Canada. _ 


Since 1965, the federal prison popula- 


tion has risen from 7,518, to 11,289 in 1992. 
In provincial prisons, the increase has been 
from 12, 627 to 17,944.13 Overall, there has 
been an increase of 9,088 prisoners, or an 
increase of approximately 50%. In contrast, 
Canada’s population rose by only 35% dur- 
ing the same period. What’s more, provin- 
cial prison populations have risen 14% from 


1986-87 to 1990-91 .14 


In terms of the rate of imprisonment for 
100,000, Canada has gone from 81.9 in 1900 
to 96.5 in 1960 to 96.9 in 198015, to around 
114 in 1992. That means for every 100,000 
people in Canada, 114 were in federal or 


provincial prisons in 1992. 


Compared to other so-called “advanced 


industrialized countries” only the USA has 


a higher rate per 100,000 at some 228.16 
(Note: Another estimate includes both U.S. 
prisons and jails and places this number at 
426 per 100,0007; however, Canadian rates 
include -onh 
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“In terms of the national rate of impris- | 


onment, historical and comparative data 
indicate that Canadians have traditionally 
incarcerated a higher proportion of their fel- 
low citizens than most other democracies 
except the U.S.718 


In regards to Native imprisonment, a 
final factor which needs to be considered is 
the extent to which prisons have gone from 
being specifically tools of repression against 
Native struggles — a function they still per- 
form — to methods of colonial social control 
replacing that once found in the reserves, 
and to a certain extent, the residential 
schools. 


Although Native Peoples make up 
some 3% of the population in Canada, they 
are at least 10.6% of the federal prison popu- 


lation!9 and 18% of the provincial prison 


population.” Native women serving federal 
sentences make up 23% of the total 
women’s population.2! While these esti- 
mates of Native prisoner populations are, 
by the CSC’s own admission, underestimat- 
ed, the numbers are even more dramatic 
when broken down by the province of sen- 
tencing. 


For Provincial Prisons: 


In B.C. and Alberta, Natives represent 
3-5% of the province's population but made 
up 18% and 34% of admissions to prison in 


1990-91 .2 


In Manitoba and Saskatchewan, 
Natives represent 6-7% of the provinces’ 
populations but made up 49% and 68% of 
the admissions to prison in 1990-91. = 
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In the Yukon and Northwest Territories, 


Native Peoples made up 63% of the admis- 


sions to prison in 1990-91.24 


Genocide as a statistic: 
white supremacy in the 
Great White North 


“White supremacy, which had been 
propagated since the beginning of European 
imperialism, became woven into Canadian 
institutions such as the church, the schools, 
and the courts, and it has remained the 
working ideology of these institutions.” 


There have been a number of special 
conferences and inquiries into Native 
imprisonment rates in Canada over the 
years. The most critical of these might come 
to the conclusion that there is indeed a prob- 
lem of racism in the justice system, and go 


ion to offer recommendations such as more 


Native involvement in the courts, police 
and prisons. However, reducing the reasons 
for Native imprisonment to a problem of 
racist cops and judges, or even a racist jus- 
tice system in bad need of reform, ignores 
the reality of colonization and the devastat- 


ing effects it has. While it is true that cops 


and judges and the entire justice system 
operate under the principles of racism, they 
are only the judicial wing of an entire sys- 
tem based on the same principles. Although 
many of us Native people know and see the 
effects of colonization first hand, it’s useful 
to now measure it: 


e The infant mortality rate for Natives is 
17% compared to 5% for the rest of 
Canada (meaning that 17% of Native 
babies die before they are one-year 
old).36 


e The life expectancy for Natives is 63 
years, compared to 72 as the Canadian - 
nee 4 
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national average.38 


e The suicide rate for Native Peoples is 

two or three times the national average. 

_ For teen-aged Native women, it is 10 

times, for teen-aged Native men it is 7 
times.*? 


e A Native person is ten times more like- 
ly to get tuberculosis than a non- 
Native. 


e More than 33% of Native deaths are of 
a violent nature, compared to 8% for 
non-Natives.*! 7 


e Native household incomes average 
$17,300 compared to $31,600 for non- 
Natives.” 


e In some Native communities, 78% of 
the families live on an annual income of 
less than $5,000 and 26% have no per- 
sonal income at all. 


These conditions are the direct result of 
colonization and its attack on Native culture 
and community, its theft of Native land, and 
its industrialization. The results of this 
destruction are seen everywhere, in poverty, 
alcoholism, frustration, infant mortality 
rates, life expectancy, suicides, etc. Poverty 
in and of itself compels those without the 
means to live a decent life to resort to illegal 
methods. This is true everywhere and for 
everyone; for Native Peoples, it’s no differ- 
ent. However, colonialism also inflicts on 
the Native a tendency to turn the anger and 
frustration inward, both upon oneself (i.e. 


- suicide, alcoholism, etc.), and upon one’s 


own people (i.e. internalized racism). As 
Frantz Fanon noted, 


“The colonized man will 
first manifest his aggressiveness 
which has been deposited in his 
bones, against his own 


people.” 


In discussing patterns of 
criminality in French-occupied 
Algeria, Fanon, a Black psychia- 
trist, observed that — - 
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” „Algerian criminality takes place in 
practise inside a closed circle. The Algerians. 
rob each other, cut each other up, and kill 
each other. In a aa the Keerion ian 
attacks Frenchmen...” 


Similarly, Don McCaskill Ded that 
Native Peoples in Canada 


“commit only two types of crime — 
theft and assault. Among Native inmates of 
federal and provincial...correctional institu- 
tions, over 90% of all crimes fell into these 
two categories. Of the crimes against prop- 
erty all were committed against the proper- 
ty of a non-Indian (...) whereas all crimes 
against the person were committed against 
other Indians.” 


The point here is that Native Peoples’ 
imprisonment and relations to the legal sys- 
tem involves colonialism and its effects on © 
colonized peoples, not simply a legal system 
warped by an undefined racism. White 
supremacy is what defines the ideological 
basis of European colonialism. 


More that the easily-identifiable beliefs — 
of the Aryan Nations or the KKK, white 
supremacy can be defined as the basis for a 
system created and maintained in the inter- 
ests of European peoples, cultures and val- 
ues. When people, particularly Europeans, 
think of white supremacy, it’s assumed this 
refers only to the KKK or the apartheid sys- 
tem in South Africa. However, as Cedric 
Mayson states, 


“Apartheid isn’t a sort of civilization 
that differs from one in the West, it’s just the 
raw, unopened heart of it. Apartheid is the 
lens through which you can see the whole, a 
ey oi what Western society really 
is.” 


Without exception, white supremacy 
carries out colonization in a genocidal way. 
The United Nations has defined genocide as | 
any or all of the ere 


b) ‘Causing serious bodily or mene harm n 


to members of the group; 


c) Deliberately inflicting on the group 
conditions of life calculated to bring 
about its physical destruction in whole 
or in part; 


d) Imposing measures intended to prevent 
births within the group; 

e) Forcibly transferring children of. the 
group to another group. 


Many of the government policies in 
regards to Native Peoples meet these defini- 


_ tions.One needs only to look at hydro pro- 


jects such as James Bay 1 and 2, the Rafferty- 
Alameda, or the Oldman River dam, or 
resource extraction carried out by logging, 
mining and fishing. And of course the end- 
less statistics on Native Peoples’ lives. 


To be continued 
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A revolutionary proposition to stop our 
return to prison: from the view of Islam 


In the Name of Allah, Lord of Mankind, 
Avenger of the Oppressed 


Time and time again we have wit- 
nessed a multitude of brothers and ‘rades 
depart from these desolate tombs, suppos- 
edly full of progressive idealism, mouthing 


revolutionary slogans and making solemn - 


pledges of solidarity ... only to look up and 
once again behold their smiling (or frown- 
ing) faces in our midst — quoting the tired 
phrase, “Man, it’s hard out there!” In fact, 
this has become such a pathetically frequent 
scene that it no longer even raises feelings 
of shock or surprise, nor of betrayal — 
merely disdain. While this phenomenon is 
most often portrayed as the result of charac- 
ter flaws in the returnees, lack of sincerity, 
dedication and so on (all of which, in many 
cases, may be valid), at the same time we 
must devote careful attention to what lay 
beneath this superficial surface so as to bet- 
ter understand not only “why” we are 
plagued with this dilemma, but also to dis- 


cover ways to resolve it. These words are 


offered to touch on this situation — and 
present a possible solution to it from the 
view of Islam. . . 


Given the reality that most prisoners 
with “revolutionary aspirations” face, par- 
ticularly those of us with lifetimes of years 
and/or who are being held confined to var- 
ious forms of control units (with no end in 
sight to how long we must remain caged in 
such a way) contact with the progressive 
prison-support community becomes vital; 
and in the context of struggling to realize 
and manifest our “revolutionary aspira- 
tions” in an active and organized manner 


beyond the confines of Be eae 


Aspirations 


We can substitute “armed struggle” for 


the term “revolutionary aspirations” — as, 
regardless of one’s political line (islamic, 
Nationalist, Marxist, etc.), most everyone 
realizes the fact that this is the path our feet 
must eventually tread to confront and 
defeat the satanic Amerikan Empire (i.e. 
capitalist exploitation and imperialist 
oppression — domestically and world- 
wide). For our part, we must look very seri- 
ously for ways and 
means of establishing a 
base network in society 
from which to operate 
while we are still con- 
fined...not merely to use 
to attain our immediate 
liberation, but also to lay 
the groundwork for the 
organized “movement” 
we aspire to realize upon 
liberation. Obviously 
when one of us slips 
through the cracks via 
the kourts or some form 
of parole/release — his 
or her significance within 
this base network can’t be 
told in words! Due to this 
significance, and the 
length between such 
occurrences, it is of the 
utmost importance that 
those who do get 
released maintain their 
place on the outside. A 
covert “task force” to do 
what must be done to 
further the liberation of 
those dedicated cadre left 
behind is not something 
hastily cobbled together 


from overt elements of 


a $e 


| sincere and 





our support networks ... instead, it must 
consist of tried and tested elements from 
our midst and experience. At this stage of 
having individual cadre released here and 
there, it is required that those who do get 
out maintain their freedom legitimately, 
maintain their contacts and ties with the 
inside so as to keep abreast of who is com- 
ing Out next and when, how to get in touch 
with and be of assistance to him or her (not 
to mention to assist those cadre who remain 
caged), as well as establish and maintain 
ties (and a respectful presence) in the overt 
support community (so as to network lines 
of assistance to the inside) as well as to 
those newly-released cadre. The long-term 
objective of building organizational capabil- 
ities that will enable us to recruit on the 
inside and send forth a flow of soldiers into 


- a healthy and active structure on the streets 


should always be kept in mind. 


However, initially this building 
endeavor will depend on the individual 
efforts of those (all too few!) faithful ‘rades 
who may hit the streets soon ... and who 
will have to shoulder a lot of responsibilities 
given the fact that to create such a long- 
term organizational capability will require 
constantly sacrificing individualist/person- 
al aspirations and ambitions, time (we’re 
talking years!) and personal resources — 


_ not to mention require a high degree of 


dedication, love and hate vis-a-vis the 
struggle. Lots of unglamorous work (to say 
the least) without many short-term rewards 
and results! 


Responsibilities 
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who steps out into society is more than 


often wholly unaware of “what” needs to- 
be done and “how” to go about it (a topic 


beyond the scope of this article), and is 
totally unprepared to deal with his or her 
social readjustment — much less shoulder 
the responsibilities and “sacrifices” that 
maintaining an extended presence in soci- 
ety will require. So the socio-political con- 
sciousness from the prison experience 
becomes frustrated due to the lack of realis- 
tic direction — and quickly the individual 
reverts back to the lumpen, parasite-like 
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methods of surviving ... that is, to “get by” 
for a while until being slammed back down 
in a cage somewhere. This tragedy has two 
basic dimensions that require focus: ideo- 
logical flaws, and a lack of revolutionary 
morality. Concerning ideology, we can 


break it down into two aspects: the world- 


view, which explains the purpose and 
meaning of life, laws in relation to existence 
and nature/creation, and the struggle to 
transform our existence from what it actual- 
ly is to an existence that is more conducive 
to humane and wholesome life; and the sec- 
ond aspect is the strategic rationale that 





„life becomes viewed 
only in the sense of the 
“here and now,” and 
being so, one had better 
“get all he or she can 
while he or she can” 





concerns how we are going to act and the 
steps that must be taken to carry forward 


this struggle of transformation to its suc- 


cessful conclusion. 


Given that in the realm of “world-. 


view” most people assume the superiority 


of his or her own views, and the fact that 


most “progressive” world views contain 
positive merits and transforming tenden- 
cies; and given that strategic rationale is 
linked (hand in glove!) to world view 







in a way to “negate” the significance of ide- 
ology ... which is paramount to all struggle. 
However, at the same time, we will try to 
focus more on the dimension of morality, 


and while, yes (obviously!), morality is tied 
_to ideology, we will try to set forth a mea- 


sure broad enough so that everyone can 
possibly draw and benefit from it — regard- 
less of his or her ideology. 


The term morality means many differ- 
ent things to many different people, but 
fundamentally it can be said to be standards 
of conduct and behavior based upon vary- 
ing concepts of “right” and “wrong”. For 
purposes of drawing a line ee a revo- 
lutionary concept of “right” and “wrong”, I 
borrow from the words of the martyred 
Islamic revolutionary Muhammad 
Montazeri: “Whatever plays a part in the 
advancement and perfection of mankind, 
all that fulfills the needs of man in the 
course of his perfection and, in all fairness, 
secures the multi-dimensional interests of 
the masses of human beings, is called 
‘right’. And,-whatever plays a role in man’s 
retardation; whatever does not help to pro- 
vide for the factors for advancement and 
perfection or destroys such factors and sub- 
ordinates the interests of the masses to its 
own or to that of the tyrannical (ethnic, 
socio-political and/or economic “class”) 


minorities, is called ‘wrong.’” From this def- 


inition each individual can basically fill in 
the blanks (so to say)! 


An individual in society who lacks a 
sense of morality, not just in terms of 
knowledge but also in the realm of applica- 
tion, is without stability. One of the primary 
targets vis-a-vis the subjugation designs of 
Amerikan imperialism, be it domestically or 
globally, is the morality of the masses. 
Through these designs, the “Great Satan” 
aspires to supplant the masses’ 


y to roid goo stress | 
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_us out of prison once released. At the same |. 
_ time, this lack of stress should not be taken 


historical/traditional standards of right and 


wrong (usually based in religious beliefs) 
with the vile value system of capitalism — 
which translates into “materialist-con- 
sumerism” in the lives of the people. That 
is, life becomes viewed only in the sense of 
the “here and now,” and being so, one had 
better “get all he or she can while he or she 
can”. whether by hook or by crook. This 
thinking is quite counterproductive to the 
well-being of mankind, and destroys all 
vestiges of the innate goodness and human- 
ity within us ... “Amerikanism” in its high- 
est form! With our front-line defenses thus 


knocked down, the next step is enslavement 
| — ‘perpetrated through luring us towards 
addictive “impulse-habits” that chain us 


down to lifestyles based on a trinity of 
drugs, lust and audio-visual entertainment 
(each community with its own particular 
tastes tailored accordingly). Subsequently 
we find a twisted “self-expression” that 


finds its sense, worth and purpose in life in| 


manifesting the “Amerikanist” value sys- 
tem through this trinity ... almost like a 
slave trying to strut and look hip in the 
chains put on him by the slavemaster?! 


Once the sense of morality with its reg- 
ulated life of right and wrong has been 
stripped and supplanted with the 
Amerikanist value system and the addic- 
tive, destructive lifestyles that accompany 
it, we are prostrate before the idols of the 
capitalist elites ... modern chattel — though 
the chains (impulse-habits that bind us to 
the wage-slave lifestyle(s)) are on our 
minds and not our legs. And perhaps, 
because you don’t “see” these chains, you 
may be enslaved and yet fancy yourself 
“free” — maybe even politically “conscious” 
or a revolutionary in that you hate the gov- 
ernment, don’t buy the hype nor consider 


yourself an Amerikan?! Understand that 
_ this science of oppression is universal, and — 


has been used by the elites in all ages. For 
example the Fir’aun (or Pharaoh), as men- 


tioned in both the | Qur an Loe tbe Bible, | 
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psychological chains — so that the minute 


text, we can parallel the returnee dilemma 
touched on initially. 


Most prisoners who transform politi- 


cally do not, at the same time, transform 
morally. While he or she may be a Maoist — 
he or she is still bound through the psycho- 
slave chains (impulse-habits) to the lifestyle 
of an “Amerikan”; may be a Pan-Afrikan 
but is still an Amerikan, may be an anar- 
chist but is still an Amerikan, a Nationalist 
but still an Amerikan, and yes, a Muslim 
and still an Amerikan (Allah forbid!). So 
quite often as the programming of 
“Amerikanization” has been going on for 
the better part of most of our lives, and our 
contact with non-Amerikan views and 


“isms” being limited to a short (and mostly 


theoretical) period vis-à-vis our prior condi- 
tioning, even some of the most sincere peo- 
ple may find themselves acting like 
Amerikans once out of prison. 


Resisting idols 
The pull of idols — the longings from 


those deeply ingrained impulse-habits 
_ through which we are enslaved — 


is very 
strong and should not be underestimated. 
In light of this reality, unless we take steps 


to break the hold of these idols, we will end 


up being functionally useless to ourselves, 
our families and comrades — not to men- 
tion the struggle! Now many may disagree 
with this, particularly those who want to 
retain these vile idols and still claim to be 
“revolutionaries”. Let’s consider it ... take a 
person with a drug problem — he or she 
likes to stay high and speaks of getting out 
and making a positive contribution to the 


struggle as cadre. While obviously no one is 


barred from helping the struggle in whatev- 





they broke free physically, they nevertheless — 

retained the “Amerikanism” of those days 
.. manifested in their continued worship of 

the golden calf-idol of Fir'aun! In this con- - 
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er way they may be able, at the same time 
how can we take such a claim of wanting to 
shoulder the burdens of cadre seriously? 
Struggle doesn’t start at some mythical 
future date when the prison gates swing 
open, it is a daily process; and with this in 
mind, how can we expect such a person to 
get out and sacrifice (supposedly even his 
or her life!) for the struggle when he or she 
won't sacrifice brief periods of “comfort” 
and intoxication to rid his/her life of a vile 


form of oppression that runs him/her . 
_ ragged, takes his/her few little dollars for ` 


nothing of substance and constantly keep 
him/her in debt?! The contradiction is obvi- 
ous, and it is sheer liberalism to allow such 


bogus notions to continue to be passed off 
in our midst. And this is not only with drug 


addiction — but with all vestiges of 
Amerikanism! As the late Ayatullah 
Khomeini once said, “Struggle and pleasure 
seeking are diametrically opposed.” This 
means you can’t chase the myth of an easy 
and comfortable (not to mention corrupt) 
life and expect to destroy Amerika too ... so 
you can’t be a parasitic thug and a revolu- 
tionary, you can’t be an E-Z rider and a rev- 
olutionary, you can’t be a Superfly and a 
revolutionary, etc. and so on. By continuing 
to think otherwise we only damn-fool our- 
selves ... and it’s getting kinda late in the 
game to keep on in this way! Ponder this ... 


So what is the solution? We draw our 
line of approach to this problem from the 
Qur'an, where we find: “...surely, Allah 
does not change the condition of a people 


_ unless they change their own condition.” 


(13:11 and also see 8:53). When we realize 
that the conditions under which we live 


need to be changed, does it not make sense 


that the first logical step in any long-term 
dedication to a struggle to change those 
conditions be to change the manifestations 
of “wrong” that those conditions have pro- 


duced in our own lives? How can we expect 


to overthrow (and/or liberate ourselves | 


and peoples from) “Amerika” when we 
can’t even break the “idols” of this Great 
Satan that have been set up in our own 
hearts and that hold influence over our very 


lives? Failing to grasp this has resulted in_ 


many a sincere and conscious individual 
malfunctioning once released, not to men- 
tion produced many faulty lines of thought 
and action which have resulted in much 
reactionary folly and unnecessary loss of life. 
If we are going to be about struggle and 
fancy ourselves cadre material — then that’s 
what we should be about ... totally! “Allah 
has not made for any man two hearts within 
his breast...” (Qur’an 33:4). 


The Islamic concept of revolutionary 
struggle (Jihad) is one that encompasses all 
spheres of human existence ... a life lived as 


total struggle to transform every dimension 


of self and society from how they are to 
how they should be, from the state we find 
ourselves in towards a state of human per- 
fection ... a never-ending ‘révolition whose 
highest ideal lay in realizing and maintain- 
ing socio-political and economic justice and 
whose highest values lay in demonstrating 
love, human compassion and kindness. A 
principal method of struggle found in the 
Qur’an (2:256-257 and 4:97-100), designed 
to help in the liberation of the individual 
from the value system and impulse habits 
such aS we experience here inside 
Amerikan society, is known as “Takfeer wal- 
Hijrah” (disassociation and migration). 


Taghut 


This is very relevant to the dilemma we 
face in these prisons as noted above. By 
“disassociation” we mean disbelief and 
conscious rejection of the “Taghut” (the cor- 


rupt system and government, its laws and 


the world view/value system it upholds); 


' and by “migration” we mean fleeing — not 


hose — 


geographically but culturally/morally — 
from all of the negative behavior 
patterns/habits and customs the Taghut has 
incorporated into our lives ... literally letting 
go of the “wrong” and picking up the 
“right”, and living by it. This is no easy task 
given the peer pressures of a prison envi- 
ronment built on egoism and “machoism”, 
and given the way our environment has 
been structured to facilitate “Amerikanist” 
living in its rawest, dog-eat-dog manifesta- 
tions. Accordingly, we find that once 


_Prophet Muhammad (blessings and peace 


be upon him) was reported to have told a 
company of Mujahideen (Islamic warriors) 
returning from battle, that “Blessed are 
those who have performed the lesser Jihad, 


and have yet to perform the greater one.” — 


When asked what this greater struggle was, 


he replied, “The Jihad of the self” (struggle 


against the self). Again, this is no easy task, 
no overnight transformation that one 
achieves and is over with. Nevertheless, 


_ striving to undertake this constant struggle 


will bring out a multitude of positive ten- 
dencies in our characters and build a strong 
moral ethic which will equip us with: the 
stability that will greatly increase our 
chances of functioning in a “productive”, 
long-term manner once liberated (i.e. our 
transformation will have become one of 
behavior patterns and not merely in the 
realm of ideas). 


Obviously, in pondering this concept of 
“Takfeer wal-Hijrah” one might ask as to 
what do we replace our Amerikanist world 
view/value system with, and what do we 
migrate to?! As a Muslim I would of course 
say to believe in and “worship” no god or 
object but Allah (God), and study and learn 
the values of His revealed “plan” (or will) 
as it is found in the Qur’an and life example 
of Prophet Muhammad, and try to incorpo- 
rate your lifestyle, thinking and habits with- 
in this “plan” accordingly. In the event that 


an individual rejects this, | would offer the 
words of the martyred Islamic revolution- 


ary (and grandson of the Prophet), Hussein 


ibn Ali: “If you don’t want to be Muslim at 
least be free (dignified) people.” The stan- 
dard of “right” and “wrong” that was quot- 
ed above is more than sufficient as a foun- 
dation for any sincere person to begin from, 


_ given his or her particular ideological lean- 


ings. If your heart be sincerely disposed 
towards revolutionary struggle and your 
mind “conscious”, it won’t be very hard to 
distinguish the more obvious manifesta- 
tions of oppressor’s idols (value system) in 
our life nor locate the slave chains (impulse 
habits) that hold us in his oppressive, dehu- 
manizing grip of bondage. Once you begin 
to search out and bring them forth into the 
light, don’t spare yourself — boldly strive to 
overcome and uproot them ... this is where 
revolutionary struggle truly begins. To 
quote from the revolutionary Islamic poet 
Iqbal: “Diamonds are found in turbulent, 
raging rivers, not in the calm waters of stag- 
nant ponds.” Cut the chains! Come — let us 
build a truly revolutionary disposition in 
our words, actions and outlook ... and thus 
become heralders of a new dawn for 
humanity. : 


In Struggle! 


Br. Abd al Bari #31561 
M.C.C. 

P.O. Box 557 
Westville, IN 46391 


(ellipses ... Were in the original, ed.) 


For information on the revolutionary world 


view of Islam, or for prisoners wishing to 
write al-Bari, contact: 


Br. Abd al Bari 

c/o Chet 

1202 E. Pike St. No 849 
Seattle, WA 98122-3934 
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I am a prisoner at the Jefferson City 
Correctional Center, and I am a Muslim. On 
behalf of other Muslims housed at this insti- 
tution I would like to bring to your atten- 
tion a situation which I trust you can aid in 
remedying. Over the past few years the 
policies and practices of the prison adminis- 
tration have been carried out in a grossly 
discriminatory manner which has resulted 
in the violation of the Constitutional rights 
of hundreds of incarcerated Muslims to 
freely practice their chosen religious faith. 


The situation is so serious not only 
because of its offensiveness to the spirit of 
religious tolerance embodied in the 
Constitution but also due to its racial impli- 
cations. The basis of the problem lies in the 
fact that the Islamic religion is seen by the 
administration as a “Black” religion. Of 


course, this is not the case, but due to this- 


misperception the situation has deteriorated 
to a condition that makes it almost impossi- 
ble for Muslims to fulfill their religious 
tenets. 


There is such a vast disparity between 
the treatment the Muslims receive when 
compared with that which the Christians 


receive that it has caused a significant num- 


ber of Muslims to become intimidated and 
discouraged to the point of disassociating 
themselves from the Islamic Community. 
The Christian faith is given the full freedom 
and support of the prison administration 
while Muslims have been subjected to a 


policy of, “Give “em the bare bones require- i 


ments of the Law.” 


Further, it has become a pattern that 
whenever the Islamic Community 
approaches the administration concerning 


islims denied religiou 
eedom in Missouri 
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matters of religious disparity or unfair treat- 
ment, their response is usually in the form 
of insults, rebuffs, verbal intimidation, 
injuries and other acts of deprivation 


' including, but not limited to, blatantly false 


and arbitrary conduct violation write-ups 
and lock-ups to serve as a “lesson” to us 
that we had better be satisfied with and 
lucky that we have what we have. On the 
basis of our observations and on statements 
of members of the staff it is their tactic to 
take away something in order to “teach” us 
that we should be thankful for the “privi- 
leges” that had been accorded us. 


The members of the chaplaincy staff, 
the inmate service facilitators, as well as the 
Superintendents treat us with such disdain 
and operate in such bad faith and insinceri- 
ty when it comes to the Muslim prisoners’ 
concerns that we seem to spend more time 
in trying to remove their obstacles than we 


_ do in carrying out our religious devotion. 


The latest incident which necessitates 
this correspondence is the 1993 schedule of 
activities for the various religious groups. 
The problems with the schedule are of such 
an enormous concern that they amount to a 
total disregard for the prohibition of the 


First Amendment against religious discrim- 
_ ination and establishment. Under this 


schedule the Muslims will have their ser- 
vices reduced by 75% to about 4 hours per 


week, while the Christian services will 


increase. This will give the Christians 10 
times the number of hours to conduct their 
services than the Muslims will have. This 
disparity becomes even more apparent 
when you consider that the Islamic 
Community has as many, if not more, active 
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A clue to why there is such discrimina- 


tion is the fact that most of the Muslims 


here are of African-American descent. This 


same kind of unequal treatment pervades 


every area of consideration, including the 
allotment of funds and resources for reli- 
gious programs from the inmate canteen 
fund; conducting and observing religious 
holidays (e.g. the chaplaincy staff and other 
staff allow the Christians to use facilities to 
prepare for and put on all their programs 
and encourage and support them fully, 
while the Muslims are discouraged, hin- 
dered and restricted); the Christian services 
and programs are openly advertised over 
the prison cable station by the chaplain, 
while the Muslims are not afforded 
the same opportunity; the institu- 
tion provides special meals in the 
main dining room for the entire 
institution on Christian Holidays 
(e.g. Christmas, Easter, Thanks- 
giving, etc.), while the Muslim 
Holidays are not given the same 
consideration. Muslim services are 
cancelled or cut short to accommo- 
date Christian services. The 
Christians are not subjected to this 
kind of curtailment of their ser- 
vices. These are just a few exam- 
ples of the numerous and constant 
instances of favoritism. 


One of their favorite methods 
of intimidation is to take away a 
large number of privileges for no 
apparent reason. Then, when we 
complain about it they agree to 
give us a very small portion back, 
reasoning that we will be more 
than satisfied with anything we 
can get. 


Another example is that when 
our spokesmen express the con- 
cerns of the believers to the admin- 
istration they come up with seri- 
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ous false charges against them. They label 
them as ringleaders and lock them up in 
administrative segregation or ship them to 
other institutions. They later drop the 
charges, expunge the violations and return 
them to general population. 


For years, the Muslims have labored 
and suffered in this atmosphere of intoler- 
ance and oppression. We have attempted, in 
good faith, to seek remedies to these injus- 
tices, only to be rebuffed. 


Conditions have become so intolerable 
that the Muslims at this institution have just 
about lost all hope and expectation that the 
authorities will desist in this attitude and 


Continued next page 
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Some questions about MOVE 
Edward Africa responds 


When and how did MOVE start? 


The MOVE organization began in the 
late ‘60s by our co-ordinator John Africa. 
John Africa gave the understanding of revo- 
lution to all he met,.educated people - peo- 
ple from the street, drug addicts, alcoholics, 
teachers, students, thieves, scientists, all 
backgrounds, all races — they had one thing 
in common, they were searching for 
answers. John Africa gave them answers, 
solutions through the understanding of true 
revolution. John Africa teaches that true rev- 
olution is not killing cops, blowing up build- 
ings, terrorism, revolution is the clearing up 
of violence, terrorism, from the government 
and all others, revolution will bring the 
criminal as well as the cop to their senses, 
make them both see who the real criminal is, 
this system! Revolution is the understand- 
ing of what's right, what’s true and doing 
the work to apply it. 


What does MOVE mean? 


~MOVE’s name means activity, action, 
movement, get up and start doing some- 
thing, Action! [“MOVE” is not an acronym, 
eds.] 


What about animals? 
MOVE people believe all of life is equal, 


all coming from God, Mamma, Nature, ani- 
_ mals were not put here for man’s sport, they 


have a purpose in life just as men and. 
women, the abuse of any form of life is 
reflected, felt in all of life. All of life is con- 
nected, bound together by the Law, a law 
that gives just as much value to an animal’s 
life as any other. 


Back to nature? 


MOVE is not a a “back to nature” group 


Y ur li fesi 


nature as much as possible, we are of nature 
and totally dependent on nature. As nature 
is the air you breathe, the water you drink, 
the food you consume is nature, the sun that 


warms you, the very earth you walk on is 


nature so to think that you can separate 
yourself from nature is wrong, foolish, dan- 
gerous, and the height of arrogance! 


Our diet is as much raw food as possi- 
ble, fruit, vegetables. Our diet also consists 
of love, freedom, peace, honesty, family, this 
is the diet of the MOVE organization! 


We do not practice systematic birth con- 
trol. Birth is already controlled, controlled 
by God, Nature, life. Systematic birth con- 
trol is a violation of life and an attack on 
womanhood, a system so-called solution 
that does not work, because of this system’s 
preoccupation with sex and their confusion 
about womanhood, manhood, you now 
have a way of life that sacrifices babies for 
the sake of so-called pleasure, we of MOVE 
say so-called pleasure because there is noth- 
ing pleasurable about the poisoning of a 
woman’s body because of the aimless want 
for sex! 


The system gives out vaccinations as an 
answer to diseases, but it is the system’s vio- 
lations that caused the diseases in the first 
place, and like all the system’s answers, it’s 


- nothing more than a band-aid to cover up the 


problem, not solve it. We of MOVE practice a 
healthy style of life and when you live right, 
mental and physical you will not get sick. 


Our appearance is that of health, 
strength, honesty; we don’t use cosmetics or 
any chemicals to change our appearance, our 
hair grows as nature intended, we wear cloth- 
ing according to the weather, not fashion! 


Technology is opposed to life and poi- 
sons life. MOVE is opposed to technology, 
people have had technology forced on them 
until they’ve become addicted to it, depen- 
dent on it, taught to place value in it when 
in reality technology is slowly polluting, 





ae sick 


poisoning, distorting life; air pollution is 


technological, water pollution is technologi- 
cal, scientific, earth pollution is technologi- 
cal, it is the taking of life and twisting, 
reshaping it into something dead and poiso- 
nous! As technology increases its spread 
over the planet so does the poison, pollu- 
tion, sickness. If you go back you will see 
the less technology, the less poison, it is the 
attempted replacement of life. 


Who are MOVE people and are they only Black? 


MOVE is made up of life, Black, White, 
Spanish, Oriental, whatever, we of MOVE 
do not believe in color, race, there are mem- 
bers of all races in MOVE. The system push- 


es, the lie that MOVE is Black to discourage 


people of other races by implying we’re a 
Black organization, the system hopes to 
keep people from learning the truth about 
this cold callous way of life that people are 
trying to escape from, so they attempt to 
keep people away by saying we are a racial 
organization: MOVE is not! It is foolish to 
think you can solve the problems of one par- 
ticular race and ignore the rest, the problems 
facing life affect everyone, there are no Black 


problems, White problems, color does not | 


determine the ability to understand; hon- 
esty, morality, the ability to be right is 
instilled in all of life, it is man’s systems that 
discourage these attributes, this system 
looks down on honesty, scoffs at morality, 
ridicules righteousness, perfection. MOVE 


has the understanding of all these things, we 


know what perfection is, understand hon- 


_esty, morality, loyalty, this is what John 


Africa teaches, there is only one race, the 


race of life! 


Racism is a ee cas disease, a 
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bondage, based on the false theory of supe- 


riority, this theory was created by confused, | 


schizophrenic system folk to make them- 
selves seem more important than everyone 
else, every race has made this claim, claimed 


to be God’s chosen, but a God that does not — 


believe in equality is a criminal God! How 
can this type of God claim perfection while 
schizophrenically showing bias, prejudice, 
sexism? It is a lie! Life is equal, perfection is 
possible in all of life. Racism, sexism, preju- 
dice are the tools of oppression, slavery, 
designed not to make things right but to con- 
tinue the pain, the death, the rape of God’s 
system, the true system of life! God, Mama, 
Nature created all life equally, without preju- 
dice, all of life has a purpose, a right to exist 
without the imposition of this system and its 


` confusion, enslavement, diseases! 


Women? 


Women are seen no different than men, 
both are equal, both must do the work to be 
right. There are no female jobs in revolution, 
no male jobs in revolution, there is only 
activity. Women, men have the same needs, 
are dependent upon each other to exist, the 
idea that man is superior is just that, an idea, 
a theory and ideas, theories are nothing 
more than guesses, opinions, not fact! 


Abortion is the killing of life and 
MOVE is opposed to murder, abortion is the 
result of the violation of man’s system, it is 
an attempt to solve the confusion about mat- 
ing, marriage, unity, it is only a band-aid 
that covers the problem, the root cause still 
exists! How can killing be an answer to any- 


- thing! What must be realized is that when 


the roots are cancerous, the stems will be 
poison and so it is with this system, man 
will cause problems through his confusion, 
his misunderstanding of life, then devise 
some quick fix, overlooking the root, the 
cause of the problem so the problem that 
abortion was supposed to solve still exists! 


This system of man’s does not work, 
and will only get worse, more diseased, peo- 
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ple are constantly complaining about this or 
that, and will continue to cause the answers 
you seek can not be found in the system, a 
system that is in constant conflict with life, 
at war with itself, how can you find happi- 
ness, satisfaction, fulfillment, under this 
type of confusion, conflict between nations, 
war between races, religions, at war with 
your husband, your wife, your children, 
your neighbor, your boss, when does the 
conflict stop and the love begin? See you are 
suffering, being punished because you are 
being denied life’s necessities, denied by this 
system. 
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To quote John Africa: “You see, love is 
food, freedom is food, peace is food, you 
must have it just as surely as food you see as 
food and you will not be content until you 


get it, this is why you are punished, you are ' 


punished for trying to live without love, 
without peace, without freedom and 
because you need this as surely as the air 
you breathe, you will constantly seek it 
through expressions that are interpreted as 
criminal. For you are punished for not hav- 


_ ing your full diet and punished by the sys- 
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teaches that when you mix with truth, you 


-will beas s truth, a true person is a fit person, S 


a fit person is a person free of the unfitness 
that causes unsatisfaction, if you can see that 
you would run from a house on fire then you 
should see that you should run from any- 
thing you wanna do that involves this sys- 
tem, ‘cause the house fire is the same as the 
things you are taught are safe: movies, par- 
ties, drugs — they’re all diversions supplied 
by this system to attempt to keep your mind 
off the pain of this system! We of MOVE 
know this system does not work; war, rape, 
pollution, pornography, prostitution are just 
symptoms of this system’s poisonous way of 
life, but we of MOVE ain’t fooled by these 
diversions. To quote John Africa: 


“MOVE people is doing the work of 
God, we do it cause it’s right to do the work 
of God, we do right cause we wanna feel 
right, we wanna feel clean, we wanna feel 
loyal, we don’t wanna feel dirty, the people 
in this system have tried to stop us from 
doing the work of God and they have put 


the curse of suffering on themselves, I know 


it appears that MOVE is the one doing the 
suffering but that is when you use the inter- 
pretation of those that are untrue, but 
remember the interpretation of truth is 
truth! When you are right you are not 
wrong, no matter how people interpret your 
position, until you are wrong you are not 
wrong, when an evil person attempts to 
interpret a righteous person, the interpreta- 
tion will be as evil as the person that is giv- 
ing it, for when a wicked person judges a 
godly person the Judgment will be wicked 
but it won't tell you a thing about the person 
being judged!” 


We of MOVE are a strong family of rev- 
olutionaries, our activity is to give out infor- 
mation for the purpose of revolution and 
gather information for revolution. We invite 
anyone to check us out, question our 
answers, make us qualify our position and 
once we have, accept it and pass it on! 


In MOVE law we trust 

All praises to the order of Life 

the power of truth is Final 

Long live MOVE 

Long live John Africa’s revolution 
Long live John Africa! 


Edward Goodman Africa #AM4974 
P.O. Box 200 
Camp Hill, PA 17001-0200 


(Editor’s Note: The position taken in this 
article against birth control and abortion stimu- 
lated a discussion of Bulldozer editorial policy. 
We decided to add this note to state our own 
position as being in favour of women’s choice on 
these issues. We respect MOVE’s position and 
especially the strength and commitment of 
MOVE women, but see the subject of birth con- 
trol and abortion as very controversial and com- 
plex, involving issues of women’s control of their 
bodies which go far back in history. We are 
opposed to all forms of social control via control 
of women’s bodies by the state, by economic ` 
“necessity”, or by individual men, including 
rape, forced sterilization, forced abortion, forced 
surrogate motherhood, hareja reproductive 
technologies, etc.) 


Religious freedom 
Continued from previous page 


conduct. We feel the treatment we have 
been subjected to will continue until the 
administrators and staff recognize and 
respect that their duty in regard to the reli- 
gious practice of prisoners must encompass 
equality for all to practice their chosen reli- 
gious faith. 


Therefore, we decided that the only — 
recourse, at this time, was to take drastic 
action. So, as of January 4, 1993, the date — 
the new schedule took effect, the members 
of the Islamic faith at this Institution began 


| ae ouccuats prote EEA LEE religious l 


vices AE at e All-Faith eS We 
_ intend to do this collectively until the 
equality of opportunity to practice our reli- © 
gion is established and recognition of our Žž 
right to be respected as human beings 1S = 


restored. 


We realize that there will be an unfa- 
vorable response to this form of protest but 
we are prepared to make whatever sacrifice 
is necessary. The reason we are writing to 
you is to call your attention to the situation 
as a means of exposing these injustices and 
perhaps gaining some much needed sup- 
port for our cause. 


' We hope that your concern and 
prompt response will prevent any improp- 
er retaliation. We are almost certain that if 
no outside interest is forthcoming, a bad 
situation will get worse and will be seen as 
an “O.K.” for the officials here to continue 
to make a mockery of our human and 
Constitutional rights. 


We realize as prisoners that there are 


certain rights, when we enter prison, which 


are lost but we believe that society will not 
allow the Institutions to practice such reli- 
gious intolerance and discrimination. 


If you would like to help, or get fur- 
ther information, please contact the under- 
signed: Thank you for your time. We would 
be grateful for any assistance you can pro- 
vide in this matter. © 


Yours sincerely, 
Mika'l Majid #42868 
(M. Williams) 
P.O. Box 900 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
or 
Hantyn # 45114 4-106 
or Abdul Shabazz 48308 2B-4 
at the same address as above 
Letters protesting the lack of ilies 
freedom should be sent to: 
Warden, Jefferson City Correctional Centre 
PO. Box 900 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
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Assata Shakur on solidarity, 
anti-sexism and socialism 


[The following is the centre section of the 
interview with Assata Shakur (reprinted from 
Crossroad magazine) that we ran in our last 
issue. It was left out in error, however, space con- 
siderations prevented us from running the inter- 
view in full last issue anyway. ed.] 


The interview was conducted by Matt 


-~ Meyer (M.M.) of the War Resister’s League and 


Meg Starr (M.S.), of the Free Puerto Rico 
Committee. 


M.M.: You know, one of the things white folk 
who have been struggling against racism on both 
a personal and political level have confronted is 
contradictions or confusions about what real sol- 
idarity means. Solidarity, collaboration, 
oppressed movements, and then this whole con- 
cept about what intervention can mean for white 


_ folk with all that technology and all these materi- 


al resources. Will you speak on the concepts of 
solidarity and intervention, define them and say 
what you think true avenues for that could be? 


Assata Shakur: Okay, i think one of the fun- 
damental things needed for solidarity is 
respect. The respect of other people’s cul- 


ture, other people’s ideas, and respect for 


self-determination. Going back to the expe- 
riences of Eastern Europe, on one hand you 


_ had Stalinists and the Stalinist model, and in 


some ways, some very real ways, the Soviet 
Union lent real help to Third World people 
who were struggling. In other ways they fell 
short of that. Many of the Eastern European 
countries, with the exception of those hav- 
ing a pardon school (having some foreign 


-students there), really showed no true inter- 
_ nationalism in the sense of say, a Cuba. Even 


ce Bias are EA a SRA Ze 


E na sense of T ism se: 
~ in Cuba is much more highly developed 


eloped “count 


than in any of the European countries. That 
was one of the fatal errors of that process. To 
consider solidarity as simply going to the 
U.N. and voting with the Soviet Union and 


_not much more. It did not include personal 


sacrifices, it did not include a much more 
serious commitment to the liberation of 
Third World people. And so you have 
European workers who did not really feel a 
sense of solidarity with workers in the Third 
World, but felt a material kind of envy for 
workers in England, France and the United 
States. Workers who shared those kinds of 
values, the “we want color tv’s,” and did 
not really perceive that the reason why the 
lifestyle of some workers, and i have to 
emphasize “some” workers, in the devel- 
oped countries was at a higher level was 
because those countries were directly 
involved in imperialism. That these coun- 
tries were directly involved in sucking the 
blood of Third World workers — Third 
World people. Only a country that is 


involved in this kind of behavior can give 


some workers a higher standard of living. 
Solidarity in the sense of many European 
countries was lip service, was a few ges- 
tures, but was not a real gut self-sacrificing 
solidarity with Third World people. You 
find a situation now where you have people 
all throughout Eastern Europe volunteering 
to go live in South Africa. 


You have a situation where Europeans 
are attacking Third World people all over 
Europe and Eastern Europe, too. Eastern 
Europe, Western Europe there is this wave 
of racism that didn’t just come out of 
nowhere. It is there because there was no 


real struggle against it. There was no real 


ideological process that took place on any 
real, in-depth level. So, solidarity meant one 


thing very superficial, and in addition to 
that, there was chauvinism. A kind of “we 


have the answers and y’all savages gotta lis- 
ten to us, cause we got Marx and Engels and 
we know all the answers. And you can 


make a revolution just the way we think you 


` MM: You did. Intervention? 


should make it, and you can just repeat 
what we say. And if you say anything differ- 
ent from what we say, you're a revisionist.” 


There’s this kind of totally arrogant 
refusal to listen to anyone else, to learn from 
the experiences of anybody else, to appreci-, 
ate the struggle of the culture of anybody 


else. And i'm not absolutizing because there 


was some effort in the socialist block to 
struggle against racist ideas, to struggle 
against Euro-centricity, but it was not ade- 


quate in dealing with the reality of the Third - 


World. And you had people, from Che 
Guevara to Nkrumah, who were completely 


ignored. i mean, nobody studied what Fidel’ 


was saying and Fidel made critical remarks 
about what was happening in Europe dat- 
ing back to 1968 or before. But nobody lis- 
tened. He was like, “our boy in Havana” — 
the revolutionary with the gun rather than 
anyone who had any ideological input into 
the world revolutionary movement. The 
same thing happened all over the world, 
whether it was with Ho Chi Minh or whoev- 


er. The ideological contributions were mini- 


mized. Therefore the doubt and the prob- 
lems raised in reference to the Third World 
were minimized. No real solutions, in terms 
of how do Third World countries free them- 
selves were looked at. (Not just from the 
national bourgeoisie, but how do they 


develop? How do they free themselves from 


an international system of impe- 
tialism, which is much stronger 
than the national bourgeoisie?) 
- So, it was just this kind of chau-_ 
“vinistic outlook that the white 
iai all c over SAE vee a oe 


mare rr or ance mee ot TE 
rectify by studying, listening, 
and learning from Third World 
people. 

They must recognize that 
logically, the most oppressed 
people must have a leadership 
role in any revolutionary 
process. i mean, that is logical, 
and i think that is historically 
valid, and i think that is histori- 
cally necessary. i don’t know if i 
answered your question. 


Assata Shakur: Intervention can 
take place, armed intervention, 
ideological ... Intervention is a 
broad term. If you talk about 
intervention in terms of the role 


_ of the white Left in the United States — if 


that’s the context we're using... 
MM: Yeah. Absolutely. 


Assata Shakur: What people really have to 
think about is the work, and the content of 
that work. And if the content of the work is 
anti-racist, anti-arrogant, anti-imperialist, 
then i think that’s the most important part. i 
think the most important thing is to commit 
to an ideology and workstyle that’s not arro- 
gant and is anti-imperialist, anti-racist, anti- 
sexist, etc., etc., etc. 


Meg Starr: Speaking of anti-sexist, we have a 
couple of questions related to women. How were 
you empowered as a woman — a woman leader 
in the movement — and what things did you find 
empowering for yourself? What were some of 
your experiences with the Black movement? And 
here in Cuba, how have you seen women involved 
in those movements? 


Assata Shakur: Well actually, to tell the 
truth, i don't feel em-pow-ered. i feel that i'm a 
woman who struggles in a society that is 
sexist, in a movement that is sexist, and that 
there is an ongoing struggle. i feel that any 


leadership role i have played, or may play in 


the future, has to do with the work i do and 


the historical role i will play (do play, hope- 
fully). i tend to believe leadership should 
depend on one’s ability, one’s work. Period. 
And that too often people, men and women, 
are hung up on the leadership question. i 
think we should be more hung up on the 
work question. What is the quality of my 
work? But, i think in terms of the women 
question, women need to be struggled with; 
to be respected as equals, to be respected as 
human beings. Women need to struggle to 
eliminate any phase, all phases, of sexism in 
the movement and in the society as a whole. 
i don’t think that you can eliminate sexism 
without eliminating again, the roots of sex- 
ism; without building institutions that per- 
mit men and women to have non-sexist rela- 
tionships. 

At this time, women are in a hell of a 
fix. The whole world is experiencing a crisis 


between men and women. The old way of 
relationships, the old division of work; men 


working in the field, women working in the 
home, is no longer valid. That is no longer 


real. Men and women have to find new- 


ways to deal with each other that are not 
based on “me cookin’ and you doin’ what- 
ever you do in the street.” i mean there’s no 
economic basis for those old relationships. 
The reality of the modern world is that men 
and women both have to work in most soċi- 
eties because of economic necessity; because 


- of the objective conditions. Therefore, there 


must be new relationships between men 


and women based on equality. And that’s 
gonna be a struggle because men are not 
going to give up those privileges without a 
fight. And right now men are privileged. 
Women have to struggle to take away those 





privileges, and say “i’m not gonna deal with 
oppression. i'm not going to deal with work- 
ing two jobs, one in the home and one in the 
street. That’s crazy.” 


The only human way that people can 
relate is as equals. That has an aesthetic, that 
has a beauty, which no other kind of rela- 
tionship can offer. The stereotypical relation- 
ships people see repeatedly on television 
and at the movies, and read about in books; 
that kind of stereotypical, narrow, relation- 
ship is an impoverished relationship. The 
only way people can have rich relationships 
is to have relationships where exploitation is 
absent. And the only way exploitation is 
absent is when people say, “well, we'll 
change this.” 

Women have to be at the vanguard of 
that process, because we are the most vic- 
timized. And men have to work too! i mean, 
it’s a two way street. Sexism is something 
that people must work at. In terms of 
African-American women and men, our sit- 
uation is one of oppression — serious 
oppression. The only kind of sane relation- 
ships we can have are relationships of part- 
ners, partnerships in struggle. Any human 
relationship, any human relationship with 
any kind of beauty, has to involve changing 


...it was this kind of 
chauvinistic outlook that 
the white Left all over the 
world has been historically 
guilty of; must take the 
weight for; and must try to 
rectify by studying, 
listening, and learning from | 
Third World people. 


the definition of what relationships are, and 
change the reality of what we're dealing 
with in the context of the United States. 


So we need to form a new aesthetic on 
how we relate to each other. We need to go 
toa new dimension in how to relate to each 
other out of necessity. Out of pure necessity. 
Because if we don’t, we will be systematical- 
ly wiped out. That’s the reality. And the 
women question, the issue of the oppression 
of women, is key to the oppression of our 
people as a whole. No kind of movement 
can be built with a sexist model, because 
that model is destructive to us as a people, 
it’s destructive in all senses. In our move- 
ment, the issue of women is even more 
important because we need a model of fami- 
ly, we need a model of relationships, of © 
organizations that is anti-sexist. We need 
that just on pure survival. : 


M.M.: Base those thoughts on Cuba, aie 
those questions, any models from Cuba? 


Assata Shakur: i think Cuba has done a lot 
in terms of creating institutions 
that form the material base for 
sexism to be totally abolished. 
In terms of child-care centers, 
in terms of laws that protect 
women’s rights, in terms of 


rights, in terms of the family 
code that all men are supposed 
to adhere to when they get 
married, etc. However, there’s 
a lot of machismo that exists in 
Cuban society. The family code 
exists, but many men just | 
ignore it. The people who must 


| , a _ beat the forefront of this strug- 


gle are women. 


— a You can’t look at Cuba 


through the eyes of the United 
States. In the beginning of the 
revolution, i mean, it was a big 
struggle for the FMC, the 
Federation of Cuban Women, 
just to have women work out- 
side of the home. They had to 
. Wage a tremendous struggle 
because the situation was one 
where many families could just not conceive 
of women doing anything but working 
inside of the home. They had to almost start 
from scratch. They couldn’t talk about 
equality in the beginning between women 
and men, or women and men sharing the 
household chores. They had to first talk 
about men helping women because that was 
the only way in which it could be conceived. 
You cannot leap and step, just make drastic 
changes that the people don’t understand 
cause the people are what it’s about. So they 
had to go from one step to the next step to 
the next step, and now men are able to talk 
about sharing work. They’re able to talk 
about total equality between men and 
women. But that was, and is, a process. One 
that still needs a whole lot of work. 

But, in terms of the government, and in 
terms of the revolution’s commitment to the 
equality of women and women’s participa- 
tion, i think Fidel has demanded that the 
number of women in leadership reflect the 
population of women in the country — that 
women play an important role in all aspects 
of the society and in the leadership of the 
society. But again, that’s a process. And 


Continued next page 
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Should Afrikan People 


Celebrate Kwanzaa? 


“Black Mother i Must Confess That i Still 
Breathe, Tho You Are Not Yet Free... 


For A Slave Of Natural Death ae Dies, 
Can't Balance Out Two Dead Flies... 
Bunchy Carter 


The question has long been asked, and 
answered, regarding whether or not the 
Afrikan people should celebrate european 
holidays, and the answer is a resounding 
no. On the other hand, should Afrikan peo- 
ple celebrate an Afrikan holiday that was 
created by the enemy of Afrikan people? I 
say the answer should be equally, zo. 


The holiday of Kwanzaa was created 
in 1966 as a cultural holiday by an individ- 
ual named ron karenga. Just as i was, many 
people are still unaware of the fact that the 
creator of Kwanzaa, karenga, was a paid 
informant for special intelligence agencies 
out in California, and is directly responsi- 
ble for several Black Panther members 


being assassinated, both by the pigs, as 


well as by members of his organization, US 
(united slaves); at the behest of their 
employer which was the pigs. 


During the late ‘60s/early ‘70s, while 
the Black Liberation Movement was at its 
peak, j. edgar hoover saw the need to 


develop a wicked counter-intelligence/ — 


counter-insurgent program in order to off- 
set and stifle the progress of the movement. 
In order for this maneuver to be successful, 
the feds knew that it was essential that they 
either infiltrate the movement, or have 


individuals who were a part of the move- 





ment and trusted, to sell-out and begin 
Ss = Se ie — eee 5 
working for the enemy, against their com- 


rades. In accomplishing this initial element, 
several techniques were applied - pigs 


would knock people off for political offens- 


es, or detect their weaknesses, and exploit 
them. When this couldn’t be utilized, pigs 
would outright set people up, then try to 
pressure them into cooperating. 


Another technique the pigs used in 
their attempt to neutralize movement peo- 
ple was to play organizations and individ- 
ual members of organizations against one 
another. The pigs cleverly pitted the BP and 
the organization karenga led, US, against 
each other, by sending hate mail to the BP 
under the pretense of coming from US, and 
sending mail to US as if it was coming from 
the BP. Undoubtedly, many people in the 
movement were victimized by this evil 
sophisticated ploy, as they readily admit to 


_ that ker were created for the i 
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today. But in the case of karenga, even 


_though he and his organization were ini- 


tially duped by the cointel program, there 
came a time when karenga and some mem- 
bers of US were recruited by this special 


intelligence unit, and made ā conscious deci- 


sion to work with the enemy and against 
the interest of their people... 


On 17 January ‘69, members of US car- 
ried out an assassination of two Black 
Panther Party leaders, Bunchy Carter and 
John Huggins, while they were organizing 
Black students on the campus of 
UCLA(‘at Berkeley. This ‘hit’ was 
ordered by the pigs and sanc- 
tioned by karenga. In return, 
karenga collected some cheap cash 
from his master, for being a good 
‘slave’. Today, whenever confront- 
ed with this information karenga 
attempts to create diversions by 
claiming he and his organization 
were a victim of cointelpro, and 
that people were continuing to fall 
victim to this operation still today, 
by believing ‘rumors’. It’s obvious 
due to his deceitfulness that his 
boss, however, taught him well. 


The question is: in light of this 
revelation, should conscious 
Afrikan people continue to cele- 
brate Kwanzaa, a holiday that was 
created by an agent? As far as i'm 
concerned, to refuse to celebrate 
european holidays on the basis 


which was also created by the 
enemy, though of a different color 


and role, is a contradiction borderlining r 


hypocrisy — that is, unless you don’t con- 
sider an informant your enemy? Can We 
perpetuate a concept created by an infor- 
mant, without paying homage to the infor- 
mant, either directly or indirectly? I don’t 
think the two can be separated... 


Personally, i don’t believe many of our 
people who profess to be conscious realize 
the seriousness of the tool of the informant, 
or the role they played in literally destroy- 
ing the BLM of the past. Many of our peo- 
ple don’t grasp the full significance of 
Brothers’ and Sisters’ stern position not to 
collaborate or work with known agents on 


no level! They don’t realize how many of 


our BP/BLA comrades had dirt thrown in 
their faces at an early age, as a direct result 
of conniving undercover agents, and how 
brothers and sisters still languish in prison 
today, because of this kind of action. 


Recently on 17 December 1992, while 
appearing on WLIB, a progressive Black 
Talk Radio show in New York City, the host 
of the show, Mark Riley, posed karenga 
with a question as to what Black people 
and Black leaders should be doing to orga- 
nize and bring the masses together today. 
To me, this is an ultra insult, to ask a per- 
son of karenga’s character what progres- 
sives should be doing in the movement to 
make progress; karenga don’t even have 
the right to breathe, let alone give out 
advice. First of all, it was creeps such as 
karenga who actively stifled progress in the 
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first place; the question should have been, | 


where would the movement have been 
today, if it wasn’t for stool pigeons like 
himself! karenga went on to criticize seem 
like everybody in the struggle but himself. 
People in the audience, who clearly revered 
this chump, went on to pose movement 
questions to him as if he was some type of 
authority on the subject, ‘til finally, a 
Brother called up, and brought up the issue 
of him being an informant. karenga blamed 
the Panthers for this ‘rumor’, and attempt- 
ed to discredit and denounce the Panthers 
of today. He then tried to run interference 
by saying Malcolm X and Kwame Toure 
(Stokely Carmichael) had also been accused 
by the pigs of being informants. And Mark 


~ need "oO utter the issues Of I 


came to karenga’s aid and seeking to 


_ undermine the suspicion against karenga 


brought up the cointel element, and tried to 
convince the caller that this ‘rumor’ all 
originated from the feds. 


No one is downplaying the wicked- 
ness and effect of the counter-intelligence 
program, but the info on karenga has been 
well investigated through the years by reli- 
able people, absent the input or assistance 
of the pigs. The fact of the matter is that 
one of the first persons to expose karenga’s 
bloody hands was another informant 
turned “double-agent”, louis tackwood, 
who had also infiltrated the Black Panther 
Party, and was on the very same payroll 
karenga was on, and had the same employ- 
er. (Read Glass House Tapes). The data he 


' provided on karenga was thoroughly 


researched and substantiated. In addition, 
his [lack of] credibility was proven when he 
stole sensitive documents from the pig unit 
he worked for, and turned it over to move- 
ment people, many of whose names were 
on a list to be targeted. He then testified for 
the defense in the L.A. Panther shoot-out 
trial, causing them all to be acquitted. The 
documents clearly outlined the role karenga 
played, knowingly, as an agent provocateur. 


So, to Brothers like Mark, who openly 
defends karenga over the airwaves, and 
Imhotep also of WLIB, who literally praises 
this negro on a daily basis while citing the 


_ Nguzo Saba (7 principles of Kwanzaa), 


these are facts, whether you'll want to 
accept it or not. By denying them you'll 
particularly do a disservice to listeners, 
especially with so many impressionable 


youths who hold you in high esteem tuned 


in and absorbing your messages. It’s very 
reo how Mark and peep = can agpraise 
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Prisoners, unless guests are on their shows 


such as Dhoruba bin Wahad or brothers 


and sisters of the December 12 Movement, : = 


speaking about the ‘abandoned plight’ of ; 
their captive comrades. I don’t think 
Conscious people who choose to continue 


honoring charlatans like karenga don’t — 
_ believe what he did — i think they believe 


it, but just don’t care! Their refusal to recog- 
nize and accept karenga as the agent he is 
reminds me of that racist jury out in 
California refusing to accept the fact that 
Rodney King was beaten. So, anyone that 
trust karenga — We ose wonder, should 
We trust them? co 
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Assata Shakur 


Continued from previous page 
again, it’s still something that men struggle 
against and still try to frustrate. 


M.M.: We want to hear a little about how the 
crisis in socialism has affected Cuba and some of 


the tasks for solidarity in terms of North 


Americans and people in the US. 


Assata Shakur: Well, at the present time, 
there are virtually very few socialist coun- 
tries left. As you know, most of Cuba’s trade 
was with the Soviet Union and with the 


_ Eastern European countries. In terms of 


Cuba, the changes economically have meant 
the majority of the Eastern European coun- 
tries have not honored any, or most, of the 
contract agreements and economic treaties 
that they had with Cuba. So the goods that 
Cuba was expecting, were planning on, 
never arrived, haven’t arrived, etc. In terms 
of the Soviet Union, some goods have 
arrived, but the number is around thirty 
percent of what was promised; what was 
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agreed on. In different instances thirty per- 


cent, or less, has arrived. The Soviet Union 
(what was the Soviet Union. Now we’re 
dealing with the Commonwealth or whatev- 
er) is so unstable that it changes daily, so 
Cuba cannot really depend on the Soviet 
Union for anything at this moment. 


There’s an extreme shortage of fuel, 
wheat, rice, beans... everything that Cuba 
needs right now is in shortage. So Cuba’s in 


an extremely difficult situation, between a 


rock and hard place. On one hand, Cuba is 
still suffering the effects of the U.S. blockade 
economic embargo, etc. On the other hand, 
there’s a kind of unofficial blockade by the 
Soviet Union and Eastern European coun- 
tries. Whether that’s intentional or uninten- 
tional, the result is very real. The reality is 
that Cuba is, in effect, suffering a double 
blockade; suffering all kinds of political 
attacks by the United States — in the media 
etc. — constantly. So now, more than any 
other time in Cuba’s history, it’s important 
to support Cuba. : 


This is a crucial time economically, and 
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- because of the ideological changes that have 
swept the world, Cuba cannot be uninflu- 
enced by this. So politically, it is a very sensi- 


tive time for Cuba. It’s a time where Cuba’s 
analyzing its history to rid itself of the mis- 
takes inherited from Europe and the Soviet 
Union and trying to outline its own path. 
This is a very difficult thing for an underde- 
veloped country to do, especially a country 
that is suffering the kind of blockade that 
Cuba is suffering. 


Right now, Cuba needs people too; it 
needs all the solidarity that it can get. It 
needs people who have appreciated the rev- 
olution, who have appreciated the achieve- 
ments of the revolution, to come out and 
actively organize on whatever level; to help 
the revolution to sustain itself, and to go on 
to a higher level and struggle within the 
United States to overturn the blockade. 
There was never any logical reason for the 
blockade, but even the pretenses are no 
longer valid. Not at all. No one can be duped 
at this point into saying that Cuba is a satel- 
lite of the Soviet Union. Nobody can be 
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duped any more into saying that Cuba is a 
strategic military launching point for the 
Soviet planes or whatever. If anybody might 
have been duped in the past, all of that is 
completely exposed and pure fiction. So 
there is no reason for the blockade to be 
maintained. People in the United States have - 
to point this out and struggle around the 
issue that Cuba has a right to self-determina- 
tion. People who believe in self-determina- 
tion (whether they believe in socialism or 
not), who believe that a country has the right . 
to determine what kind of government it has 
and what kind of system it wants, have to 
struggle to lift the blockade. The blockade is 
there for one reason, and one reason only, to 
prevent Cuban people from determining 
their own destiny. i think this has to be a 
focus of the movement, the Left or anybody 
else concerned about self-determination and. 
people's right to freedom, liberty and justice 
for all. | 

Please note: This interview was received as 
a transcribed copy and has been slightly edited 


for clarity. It is not verbatim text. (ed.) 
i 
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Letter from 


Millhaven 


Dear Comrades, 


With the new “integration policy’ in 
effect here at the “Haven”, some things 
have changed since my last recollections of 
induction. Underlying what may seem to 


‘most veterans of the system as some addi- 


tional privileges opposed to the last time I 


was here is a whole new measure of con- 


. trol. For example, upon arrival about a 
‘month ago, I was told by an administrator 


that there are no longer protective custody 
prisoners and when there is any violence, 
security now goes after the aggressor with 
institutional charges, the threat of segrega- 
tion and perhaps even transfer to a special 
handling unit. My interpretation of this is 


_ that security staff are now expecting more 


finger-pointing from prisoners, which first- 
time prisoners are not going to be so reluc- 
tant to do. Divide and conquer tactics, lead- 
ing to even more control. 


There is still up to eighteen hour a day 
lockup for inductees in the two reception 


units. With double-bunking, the place is 


filled to the max. The classification ordeal 
has been extended to include psychological 
testing, which is none other than adding 
more labels to a prisoner’s file, meaning 
more points against people already convict- 
ed and outcast. Refusing to do the myriad 
of tests for aptitude, intelligence levels, per- 
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This is a well known catch-phrase, and 
widely accepted to be true. However, it can 
honestly be said that no one, not even a 
Supreme Court justice, has a working 
knowledge of the full body of law. We have 
federal laws, state laws, local laws, military 
laws, maritime laws and who knows how 


_much else. On top of this, all law is subject 


to varying interpretation. Law is a very 
complex subject, and if all the uncertainty 
that surrounds it isn’t enough, legislators are 
constantly in the process of updating and 
adding to the ever-changing body of law. 


So how is the average person expected 


to keep up with it all? Let alone understand 
it, and avoid being “ignorant of the law?” 


_A good starting point might be to get 
some notion of what, exactly, law is. 
According to Webster’s New Collegiate 


_ Dictionary, 9th edition, law is “a binding cus- 


tom or practice of a community, a rule of 
conduct or action prescribed or formally rec- 
ognized as binding, or enforced by a con- 
trolling authority.” No doubt this sums it up 
fairly well. But what exactly does law do? 


Whom is the law written for and to whom 


does it apply? 


* Ideally, law, as printed words, exists as 
a concept. A description worded in such a 
way as to apply to any situation and to all 
people equally and impartially. To deter- 
mine if this is actually the case in practice, 
we must now ask if there are people to 
whom this law does not apply equally or 
impartially. 

Let us consider: the law, in its infinite 
wisdom, points out not only what may or 
may not be done, but also i imposes penalties 
for failing to live up to it. This leads us to the 
question of enforcement, which ties directly 
to our question of “to whom does the law 
apply?” Bear with me now, as I bring these 
points together. 


Ask yourself this question, “What 


behaviour does the law prevent?” Go ahead- 


and list as many things as you can. Now let 


“Ignorance of the Tri is no excuset 


Let Them Eat Chaos 


sonality and a whole battery of outdated 
-questionnaires means no pay, amounting to 


no cigarettes or personal hygenic needs. 
The proverbial carrot is transfer. to camp 
and other minimum security facilities. 


With my already extensive file, I was 
exempt from the classification process and 
offered a job on the range as cleaner. Even 
though my attitude is that if I wanted to 
work, I would have stayed out of prison, I 
accepted the job because it means that my 
cell door is open almost twelve hours of 
every day. Not that there is very far to go; I 
can hang out in a common room with other 
workers or go outside to a courtyard 
reserved for workers. And slinging a mop a 
couple of hours every day burns a bit of my 
rather excessive energy. 


The other day, all the unit TOTER 


were called to a meeting by security staff in 


the common room. We had the pleasure of 


meeting the biggest pig of them all. No kid- * 


ding, this guy is about six foot five, extend- 
ed waistline, and he had more stripes than 
the american flag. No one said a word until 
he was finished his little speech, not even 
the other security staff in the room. He told 
us a bunch of things that were non-nego- 
tiable rules, including that we had better 
start showing more respect for security 


staff than they’d been getting for the past 


little while or we would not be fired, but 
laid off. (Being formally fired means we 
have the right to grievance which usually 
amounts to reinstatement of lost pay.) 
Being laid off means no pay and no reason 
for grievance. He made sure to let us know 
he considers us all criminals and we 
shouldn't expect any reciprocal respect 


SEN p eT ~ z 
LLIE NEENA ET = See 


me answer it for you: the law does not pre- 
vent anything! In fact, the actual effect of 
law is to empower! The law exists only on 
paper, and can prevent nothing! It does, 
however, empower the “controlling authori- 
ty” to use tactics strictly forbidden by the 
law they are charged with enforcing, upon 
the people they enforce it on! 


This creates an inherent double stan- 
dard where the law, while seeming clear, 
defines specific actions as inappropriate and 
unacceptable in all situations, then turns 
around and okays these same actions as 
quite appropriate and acceptable to be used 
for demonstrating that their use is inappro- 
priate and unacceptable! What message 


_ does this deliver to those whose lot is not to 


be among those empowered. with enforce- 
ment? It gives the impression there are 
indeed two classes of people: the masters, 
those empowered by the law but not subject 
to it, and the slaves, who must follow these 


laws or risk punishment involving the very 


behaviour forbidden by law, implemented 
by people who are not subject to that law! 


This is not conducive to a healthy soci- 


ety and leads unavoidably to an “Us” and 


“Them” mentality. Far from the goal of uni- 
fying and civilizing a society, it actually frag- 
ments people into groups, aligning them 
against one another, and alienating the peo- 
ple empowered with enforcement from 
those subject, and reinforcing the “Us vs. 
Them” thinking into both camps, manifest- 
ing itself as civil violence. 


The problem here arises from the 
assumption that law is based on “sound 
moral principles,” something which, inci- 
dentally, no two cultures can agree on. But 
laws based on sound moral principles 
would, theoretically, forbid certain types of 
behaviour as “inherently wrong” 
Unfortunately, it’s not easy to accept some- 
thing as all that wrong when the same moral 
laws that condemn it allows others to prac- 
tice this “inherently wrong” behaviour as 
part of the process of enforcing its wrong- 
ness. 


~ 
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from staff. As I bit down on my tongue, I 
looked around and noticed a few of the 
other prisoners were doing the same. 
During the momentary question period 
allowed once he was finished, he refuted 
all debate with “we run this place and 
don’t forget it.” 


I suspect that screw’s type of iron fist 
rule is what causes long-term prisoners 
here in the population unit to give up all 
hope and attempt escapes. About ten days 
ago at eight o’clock in the evening we were 
all told to return to our cells. When the 
nurse didn’t make the usual evening 
rounds, we all knew something was amiss. 
Next morning we heard that J-Block pris- 
oners refused to return from evening yard 
and while some smashed windows at the 
food servery, others had cut a hole in the 
fence but didn’t make it through the second 
one. They must have tripped the alarm that 


is attached to seismographs and the infra- 


red beam between the two fences that sur- 
round this facili- 
ty known as a 
super-max. J-unit 
remains on lock- 
down. 


Yes, some 
things have 
changed here. 
While inductees 
now get yard 
every day for a 
couple of hours, 
the segregation 
unit has been 
extended. We 
are now allowed 


The classic 
example of this, 
of course, is cap- 





unishment. Ik ous question is, “if 

murder is wrong, why. des the government 
practice it?” Not only as a punishment for 
murderers, but also, and even more unex- 


plainedly, in war? 


Saturday mornings, a time when most 


American children are watching cartoons on 


TV, is virtually saturated with advertise- 
ments for the Armed Services. The idea that 
it is “patriotic” and “the right thing to do” to 
go and fight for your country is drilled into 


our young people from their earliest years. 


It stands to reason that the murder rate in 
the U.S.A. is so alarming. How do you 
explain a law that says killing is wrong and 
immoral to a youngster you've already sent 
to war and told to kill the enemy? How can 
he be expected not to view killing his own 
enemies later on in life as anything but 


“patriotic” and “the right thing to do”? 


Other examples of the double standard 
would be the common practice of brutal and 
violent police arrest techniques, which clear- 
ly demonstrate that violence and brutality, 
forbidden by law, are appropriate and 
acceptable in certain cases. Then there’s the 
concept of incarceration of convicted law- 
breakers, the implication being that kidnap- 
ping, although against the law, can be okay 
at times. Being forced to pay taxes at the 
threat of your land being taken is a clear 
indication that extortion can be a perfectly 
appropriate behaviour for some people. 
There are more examples, I could go on, but 


my point here is not to debate the popular. 
_ belief that “society needs laws”. This state- 


ment is untestable since there is no law-free 
place to look for confirmation. The point 
here is to illuminate some things which are 
not as “self-evident” as they may have 
seemed, to remind the reader that laws are 
nothing more than printed words on paper 
which can prevent nothing on their own, 
and finally, to express the sentiment that as 
long as laws separate people into classes, 
they cannot effectively serve their intended 
purpose and will only be used as an oppres- 
sive tool to control the powerless. As long as 
there are willing followers there will be 
exploitive leaders, so choose your laws and 









to visit the library once a week for fifteen 
minutes to borrow two books. And if a 
prisoner asks kindly, he may receive an 
extra toast or egg for breakfast. Otherwise, 
“integration” has created a whole new set 
of dynamics that create tension, fear, suspi- 
cion and basically more control. 


Talking about some of the recent 
changes, another prisoner agreed with my 
concerns. What about solidarity? The 
diversion caused by J-unit prisoners 
smashing ‘windows, and the ruckus we 
heard from the segregation unit during the 
attempted escape showed us there is still 
some solidarity among prisoners here at 
Millhaven. Prisoncrats already have a plan 
to destroy that too as rumour has it. oo 
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